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CITES (Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora) 
establishes international controls over trade in wild plants and animals, or related products, of 
species that have been, or may be, threatened due to excessive commercial exploitation. Parties 
have their own legislative instrument by which to meet their obligations under CITES. The species 
covered by CITES are listed in three Appendices, according to the degree of protection they need: 

APPENDIX I includes species threatened with extinction which are or may be threatened by trade. 
Trade in specimens of these species is permitted only in exceptional circumstances. An export 

import permit from the country of importation are required.

APPENDIX II includes species not necessarily yet threatened, but which could become so if trade 

APPENDIX III
jurisdiction for the purpose of preventing or restricting exploitation and as needing the co-operation 

is from the State that has included the species in Appendix III, an export permit is required.

All imports into the European Union of CITES Appendix II-listed species require both an export 

 

ZOLL: http://bit.ly/2dR8gQA, 30 May 2016; 
Staatsanwaltschaft Cottbus Press release: 
http://bit.ly/2e5jZOH, 6 September 2016

INDONESIA: 

Tangerang online: http://bit.ly/2dvK9oi, 
26 May 2016

KENYA: 

Daily Nation (Kenya): http://bit.ly/2aBdEVh, 
22 July 2016 

MALAYSIA:  

Malay Mail online: http://bit.ly/2aGoc8w, 
1 August 2016

SOUTH SUDAN:

Radio Tamazuj: http://bit.ly/1tujqQj, 17 June 2016

SPAIN:  

NEWS 24: http://bit.ly/1XWqqRQ, 26 May 2016; 
The Local (Spain): http://bit.ly/2d79j0F, 
26 May 2016

TANZANIA:

Note that all cases reported here took 
place prior to the seventeenth meeting 
of the Conference of the Parties to 

E L E P H A N T S

The African Elephant Loxodonta africana 
is listed in CITES Appendix I (except the 
populations of Botswana, Namibia, South 
Africa and Zimbabwe, which are included 
in Appendix II); the Asian Elephant 
Elephas maximus is listed in Appendix I.

CAMBODIA: 

Dunya News: http://bit.ly/2dKusLL, 5 August 2016

CHINA:  

Mailonline (UK): http://dailym.ai/2e5j40v, 
24 September 2016

FRANCE: 

http://bit.ly/1XdIwPU, 8 June 2016

GERMANY: 
Loxodonta africana
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ZAMBIA: 

Mwebantu:  http://bit.ly/2efLpkj, 20 July 2016

M A R I N E

AUSTRALIA:

The Age (Australia): http://bit.ly/1V49FE2, 
12 April 2016

CHINA: 
Sphyrna lewini 

http://on.china.cn/2es1Bye; 12 April 2016;  
http://bit.ly/2e1xtWZ, 12 April 2016

HONG KONG SPECIAL
ADMINISTRATIVE REGION:

Sphyrna lewini

News.gov.hk: http://bit.ly/29ncufG, 5 July 2016

PERU: 

Hippocampus

Channel News Asia: www.channelnewsasia.com/
news/world/peru-seizes-8-million/2892524.html, 
21 June 2016

SOUTH AFRICA: 

Haliotis midae.

Haliotis 
midae  

Marine Living 
Resource Act

Haliotis midae. 

www.iol.co.za/news/crime-courts/caledon-cops-
bust-man-with-abalone-worth-r2m-2015960, 2
9 April 2016; Times Live: http://bit.ly/2dWvOml, 
13 May 2016; Network 24: http://bit.ly/2dL0DLb, 
6 June 2016; Times Live: http://bit.ly/1P0u8T5, 
31 May 2016

P A N G O L I N S

All cases reported here took place prior 
to the adoption of proposals to transfer 
all pangolin species from Appendix II 
to I at the seventeenth meeting of the 
Conference of the Parties to CITES. 

CAMEROON:  

Manis gigantea

AllAfrica: http://bit.ly/2eSfypC, 8 September 2016

CHINA: 

Manis

http://bit.ly/1VzzRan, 16 April 2016 

HONG KONG SPECIAL 
ADMINISTRATIVE REGION: 

Daily News (Tanzania): http://bit.ly/2e71hRe, 
6 June 2016; http://bit.ly/2d78ULo, 6 June 2016
http://dailynews.co.tz/index.php/home-news/ 
51575-9-arrested-4-6-billion-trophies-seized-in-po-
lice-interpol-operation, 12 July 2016; http://allafri-
ca.com/stories/201607120116.html, 12 July 2016 
http://bit.ly/2dVXVlJ, 9 August 2016 

VIET NAM: 

Loxodonta africana

Thanhniennews: http://bit.ly/2dLFUKR, 
22 May 2016; http://bit.ly/2d8Ynv8
2 October 2016; http://bit.ly/2dZEkmU,
9 October 2016; http://customsnews.vn/prosecute-
the-smuggling-case-of-more-than-2-tons-of-ivory-
through-cat-lai-1376.html, 20 October 2016
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New Zimbabwe: http://bit.ly/2e7MhT4, 
20 April 2016

R E P T I L E S

BANGLADESH: 

Batagur
Indotestudo elongata

The Daily Star (Bangladesh): http://bit.ly/2e1zP8q, 
8 September 2016

CHINA: 

Stigmochelys pardalis
Astrochelys radiata

http://bit.ly/2e5VDEj, 28 July 2016

INDONESIA: 
Chelonia mydas

Chelonia 
mydas

The Standard: http://bit.ly/2e9yjBK, 12 May 2016;
Hong Kong Customs press release: 
http://bit.ly/28Ylvej, 23 June 2016;
The Government of the Hong Kong Special 
Administrative Region press release:  
http://bit.ly/29RMzer, 19 July 2016 

INDONESIA:

Manis javanica 

The Guardian (UK): http://bit.ly/2dXy3Yx,
26 August 2016

KENYA: 

Manis

Kenya Wildlife Service: http://bit.ly/2dczGgA, 
10 June 2016

VIET NAM: 

Manis javanica

Thanhnien News: http://bit.ly/2dwk4Wk,
6 June 2016

ZAMBIA: 

Manis

ZNBC: www.znbc.co.zm/?p=40938, 8 July 2016

ZIMBABWE: Zimbabwe imposes a nine-
year minimum mandatory gaol sentence 
for pangolin trade offences.

Manis

Varanus

 
www.facebook.com/176585509072713/videos/ 
1163501477047773/, 7 April 2016; Metrobali: 
http://bit.ly/2dJGCFZ, 7 April 2016; Kontan.co.id: 
http://bit.ly/2dL7d48, 18 April 2016; http://bit.ly 
/2e9Br08, 29 August 2016; http://bit.ly/2dR VOA9, 
30 August 2016 

MALAYSIA:  

Geoclemys hamiltonii

Geoclemys hamiltonii 

Geoclemys hamiltonii 

http://bit.ly/2dcD3nN, 12 May 2016; www.
bharian.com.my/node/160497, 3 June 2016 Royal 
Malaysian Customs  to TRAFFIC, 
13 June 2016; The Star: http://bit.ly/2dXAyKL, 
1 August 2016

PAKISTAN: 
Clemmys guttata

The Express Tribune: http://bit.ly/2egaQlL, 
10 September 2016

UGANDA: 

Stigmochelys pardalis 

AllAfrica: http://allafrica.com/stories/2016051802 
22.html, 17 May 2016; The Insider: www.theinsid-
er.ug/two-arrested-for-smuggling-152-tortoises, 
17 May 2016
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USA: 

Terrapene carolina
Malaclemys terrapin

Clemmys guttata
Trachemys scripta elegans

Lepidochelys olivacea
L. kempii

US Department of Justice media release: http://bit.
ly/2e7Mfe5, 13 April 2016; Detroit News: http://
detne.ws/2dL5Cvn; 26 September 2014; http://bit.
ly/1oBcSNW, 20 February 2016; Courthouse News 
Service: http://bit.ly/2dkMTYb, 6 May 2016

R H I N O C E R O S E S

All species of Rhinocerotidae are listed 
in CITES Appendix I except the South 
African and Swaziland populations of 
Ceratotherium simum simum, which are 
listed in Appendix II.

CAMBODIA: 

The Cambodia Daily: http://bit.ly/2dL8ZT4, 
17 August 2016

HONG KONG SPECIAL
ADMINISTRATIVE REGION: 

Hong Kong information service press release: 
http://bit.ly/2e7MKF4, 17 May 2016

MOZAMBIQUE: 

Ceratotherium simum

http://bit.ly/2dcCWJ3, 8 May 2016

SOUTH AFRICA: 

SABC: http://bit.ly/2dwqnJE, 7 May 2016 

F L O R A 

BRAZIL: 

Telesur: http://bit.ly/29hb2x3, 2 July 2016

CAMBODIA: 

Dalbergia 

The Cambodia Daily: http://bit.ly/2dcDvma/, 
20 July 2016

INDIA:

Pterocarpus santalinus

 

Five pieces declared 

as “resin crafts” 

arriving at Hong Kong 

International Airport 

by air from South Africa 

were found to 

be suspected 

rhinoceros horn.W
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www.pontianakpost.com/bksda-kalbar-gagalkan-
penyelundupan-712-kantong-semar, 
9 August 2016

PERU: On 22 April 2016, 19 members of an 
illegal logging gang were arrested in Ucuyali, 
in the Amazon rainforest, including two police 
officers and two regional forestry officials. The 
gang was characterized as the “mafia of illegal 
logging.” Two lorries and a trailer loaded with 
timber and money were seized. The principal 
destination for the logs had been China, 
Mexico and the USA. Prosecutors estimated 
that the illegal logging ring was exporting about 
300 cubic metres of illegal timber per month 
for the past six years. The gang’s main target 
was Dipteryx micrantha.
 The Peruvian Government’s Independent 
Forest Sector Oversight Agency (OSINFOR) 
is reported to have found evidence of illegal 
practices in 93.75% of logging operations it 
audited.

http://bit.ly/1pWjZ3p, 27 April 2016

THAILAND: In April 2016, authorities seized 
3153 logs in separate raids in several provinces; 
at one timber processing plant in Nakhon 
Pathom province they seized Siam Rosewood 
Dalbergia cochinchinensis (CITES II) and 
D. olivieri; the plant’s two owners were taken 
into custody. Their company has allegedly been 
exporting processed wood to foreign markets 
such as China. Subsequent raids seized wood 
in Samut Prakan, Chanthaburi and Pathum 
Thani, all with links to the timber seized in 
Nakhon Pathom. Nine people were arrested. 
The combined task force seized a total of 
188 pieces of Siam Rosewood, 2950 pieces of 
Dalbergia olivieri wood and 15 pieces of teak 
Tectona grandis.

Environmental Investigation Agency: www.
facebook.com/environmentalinvestigationa-
genc19330647/10156729695385648/?type=3

OTHER / MULTI-SEIZURES

CAMEROON: On 9 June 2016, two people 
were arrested by the Upper Nyong Divisional 
Delegation of Forestry and Wildlife and police 
in Abong Mbang in possession of 9 Chimpanzee 
Pan troglodytes (CITES I) skulls. The couple had 
travelled from Somalomo, near Dja Faunal 
Reserve. It was discovered that the group 
(which included one other who evaded capture 
on this occasion), regularly ferried Chimpanzee 
meat from Somalomo to Abong Mbang and 
Yaoundé for sale.

Camer.be: http://bit.ly/2d7KHVh

CHINA: On 5 May 2016, a liquor manufacturer 
in Zengcheng District of Guangzhou, 
Guangdong Province (surnamed Liang) was 
sentenced to 10 years and six months in gaol/
fined CNY50 000 (USD7690) for making 
alcoholic drinks containing derivatives from 
animals such as Water Monitor Varanus salvator 
(CITES II), Tokay Gecko Gekko gecko and 
Greater Coucal Centropus sinensis, all species 
under State protection. Police seized 24 bottles 
of the illegal liquor during an investigation into 

On 29 April 2016, 5000 kg of Red Sanders 
logs were seized in the Mamanduru forest in 
Seshachalam hills.  After questioning, one led 
forest personnel to the 100 logs. Another 
person escaped.

On 30 May 2016, police on night patrol in 
Kancheepuram district, Chennai, seized 1000 kg 
of Red Sanders logs from an abandoned lorry. 

On 29 June 2016, four inter-State smugglers 
and 24 local operatives were arrested in two 
incidents in Vurlagaddapodu of Railway Kodur 
mandal and Gadela ST Colony of Obulavaripalle 
mandal in Kadapa district.  A total of 58 Red 
Sanders logs weighing 1516 kg was seized.

On 30 June 2016, police in Chennai seized 
237 Red Sanders logs (7000 kg), plus weighing 
machines and woodcutting instruments. This 
action follows the arrest of a smuggler in May 
and to the arrest of a further two alleged 
smugglers in Chennai who had purchased 
the logs from smugglers. Another person was 
arrested on 14 June.

In early July 2016, at Chennai port, authorities 
seized a container holding 36 000 kg of Red 
Sanders (652 logs) being loaded onto a ship 
bound for United Arab Emirates (UAE).  Further 
information led them to more logs (amount 
unreported) being stored at Vanagaram.  A 
number of arrests.

On 11 August 2016, Red Sanders Anti-Smuggling 
Task Force (RSASTF) personnel recovered 58 
Red Sanders logs (2000 kg) in forest 25 km 
from Tirupati. Three persons were arrested in 
Mamandur forest area.

On 31 August 2016, Tirupati police seized 
9586 kg of Red Sanders logs in Ponduru village 
in Kanchipuram district, Tamil Nadu, plus a 
lorry, weighing and woodcutting machines, 
following interrogation of suspects arrested on 
19 August.

The Hindu: http://bit.ly/2dkTaDm, 15 April 2016; 
The Hindu: http://bit.ly/2dJMZsY, 17 April 2016; 
The Times of India: http://bit.ly/2dkUrtX, 21 April 
2016; Business Standard: http://bit.ly/2dJOLdJ, 30 
April 2016; Times of India: http://timesofindia.
indiatimes.com/city/chennai/1-tonne-red-sanders-
seized-on-GST-Road/arcleshow/52530080.cms, 
1 June 2016; The Hindu: http://bit.ly/2e9Id65, 30 
June 2016; The Hans India: http://bit.ly/2dkUi9U, 
2 July 2016; New Indian Express: http://bit.
ly/2dJOojg, 10 July 2016; The Hans India: http://
bit.ly/2dXLEz2, 11 August 2016; The Hans, India: 
http://bit.ly/2esiGIz, 1 September 2016

INDONESIA: On 8 August 2016, at 
Supadio Airport, Pontianak, West Kalimantan, 
authorities seized 712 nationally protected 
Nepenthes (CITES I/II) plant parts, arriving from 
Singkawang, West Kalimantan, reportedly en 
route to Jakarta. 

the company in January 2015. Liang surrendered 
to police months later.

On 23 May 2016, Yang Xiaoxiao was sentenced 
to 10 years in prison and fined CNY10 000 
(USD1500).  This prosecution relates to a case 
from July 2014, when police in Putian City, Fujian 
Province discovered a group selling wildlife 
products to buyers in China via social media, 
including rhinoceros horn carved cups, ivory 
carvings, and casques of Helmeted Hornbills 
Rhinoplax vigil (all from CITES I species). Sichuan 
forest police arrested 11 people and seized 
1200 pieces of wild animal products in what is 
reported to be the largest haul of illegal wildlife 
seized in the province in recent years.

On 7 June 2016, at Yongjia County People’s 
Court, Zhejiang Province, 32 people from 10 
provinces and cities were gaoled for illegal 
trade in wildlife, including pangolins Manis, 
bear claws and salamanders. One person, sur-
named Kan, was gaoled for 13 years and fined 
CNY130 000 (USD19 500). Four were sen-
tenced to over 10 years in prison and Kan’s 
wife to six years. Others received suspended 
gaol terms of between four months and three 
years. More than 10 of the defendants are own-
ers of restaurants and clubs who bought the 
animal parts and processed them as food.

ECNS Wire: www.ecns.cn/cns-wire/2016/05-05/ 
209392.shtml, 5 May 2016; China Wildlife 
Conservation Association: http://bit.ly/2eglYPM, 16 
January 2016; http://bit.ly/2esjEEy, 27 May 2016; 
China.org.cn: www.china.org.cn/environment/2016- 
06/08/content_38625076.htm, 8 June 2016

HONG KONG SPECIAL
ADMINISTRATIVE REGION: On 22 
June 2016, at Tuen Mun Magistrates’ Courts, 
a man was sentenced to two months in gaol 
and fined HKD5000 (USD645) for smuggling 
99 kg of ivory (CITES I), seven kg of casques 
of Helmeted Hornbills Rhinoplax vigil (CITES I) 
and two kg of agarwood Aquilaria (CITES II) in 
his luggage. He was arrested in his car on 19 
May at Shenzhen Bay Control Point, en route 
to mainland China.

http://hongkong.coconuts.co/2016/06/24/man-
jailed-2-months-fined-hkd5000-smuggling-hkd1-
million-worth-ivory-hornbill-and, 24 June 2016

KUWAIT: In early September 2016, 
coastguards inspecting foreign ships that were 
heading to Doha Port, Qatar, intercepted an 
Iranian-registered vessel that was found to 
be transporting a consignment of 100 Asian 
Houbara Chlamydotis macqueenii (CITES I 
and IUCN: Vulnerable). The species is in 
demand in the region for use as live prey in 
falconry training. Also seized were 16 falcons 
of various species, mostly Peregrine Falcon 
Falco peregrinus (CITES I). Kuwait Environment 
Protection Society investigated the case and 
confirmed that all the birds on board had 
been poached from the wild and transported 
without legal documents. The offenders were 
taken into custody.

BirdLife International: http://bit.ly/2e9MLtr, 
8 September 2016
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RUSSIA:

Ursus arctos
U. thibetanus

The Siberian Times: http://bit.ly/2ahqeNM, 
27 July 2016

THAILAND:
Panthera tigris

http://bit.ly/2e80yPZ/, 1 June 2016

USA:

United States District Court Southern District of 
New York: http://bit.ly/2d7LmWJ; Reuters: http://
reut.rs/28NsAxQ, 22 June 2016; iThink: 
http://bit.ly/2e9NOcG, 24 June 2016

VIET NAM:
Panthera tigris

Helarctos malayanus

VN Express: http://bit.ly/2dLgQ36, 11 May 2016; 
http://bit.ly/2dMxJxW, 10 May 2016; 
The Nation: http://bit.ly/2dwxwtu, 9 June 2016; 
Nature World News: http://www.natureworldnews.
com/articles/26136/20160802/sun-bear-legs-
found-bus-vietnam.htm, 2 August 20

MALAYSIA:

Manis Panthera tigris 

Rhinoplax vigil

TRAFFIC: http://bit.ly/2bW5wOO, 
2 September 2016

NETHERLANDS:

DutchNews.nl: http://bit.ly/2esmxoJ,  29 August 
2016; http://bit.ly/2dMszC5, 29 August 2016

NIGERIA:

Manis

The Guardian: http://bit.ly/2dkX0w6, 11 June 2016
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