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CITES (Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora) 
establishes international controls over trade in wild plants and animals, or related products, of species 
that have been, or may be, threatened due to excessive commercial exploitation.  Parties have their 
own legislative instrument by which to meet their obligations under CITES.  The species covered by 
CITES are listed in three Appendices, according to the degree of protection they need: 

APPENDIX I includes species threatened with extinction which are or may be threatened by trade. 
Trade in specimens of these species is permitted only in exceptional circumstances. An export permit 

permit from the country of importation are required.

APPENDIX II includes species not necessarily yet threatened, but which could become so if trade 

APPENDIX III
jurisdiction for the purpose of preventing or restricting exploitation and as needing the co-operation 

is from the State that has included the species in Appendix III, an export permit is required.

All imports into the European Union of CITES Appendix II-listed species require both an export 

The  carries a selection of seizures 
and prosecutions reports.  Readers are referred to 
the seizures section of the TRAFFIC website (www.

cases reported from around the world.

THE SEIZURES 
AND PROSECUTIONS SECTION 
IS SPONSORED BY THE FORESTRY 
BUREAU, COUNCIL OF 

COMMITTED TO SUPPORTING 
CITES ENFORCEMENT

B I G   C A T S

CHINA:  On 10 January 2014, in reportedly 
the biggest wildlife seizure in Yunnan province 
in the past decade, forest police seized the 
skins of three Bengal Tigers  
(CITES I), one dead Bengal Tiger cub, over 100 
items of Tiger bone, Lion 
II) bone, and products from other endangered 
species.  

 

INDIA:  Sansar Chand, a wildlife poacher 
well-known to enforcement authorities for his 
involvement in the killing of Tigers (CITES I) 
and other animals over many years, died on 
18 March 2014.  He was facing trial in a case 
related to the killing of a Tiger in Sariska Tiger 
Reserve in Rajasthan in 2005, and had been 
brought to Alwar, Rajasthan, from hospital 
gaol for a court hearing on 14 March (see also 

 

 

MALAYSIA:  On 17 February 2014, it was 
reported that authorities had arrested two 
men and seized the carcass of a Leopard 

found in raids in Peninsular Malaysia in less 
than six months. Five months earlier, the 
Department arrested a man for smuggling four 
Leopards and a Tiger  (CITES I) 
from Rantau Panjang, near the border with 
Thailand.  In both cases, markings on the 
animals indicated that they had been snared.  
  

THAILAND:  On 19 February 2014, police 
 

(CITES I) cubs and other animals (turtles and 
monitor lizards) being smuggled to Lao PDR, 
for apparent onward sale in Viet Nam or China 
as delicacies.   According to a police spokes-
person, the cubs would normally be kept in Lao 
PDR for one year to be raised, before being 
sold on.  Two arrests.

E L E P H A N T S

Elephant species are listed in 
CITES Appendix I/II

CAMBODIA: On 16 February 2014, 

Airport arrested two Vietnamese nationals 
after almost 80 kg of elephant tusks were 
found in their luggage.  The duo reportedly had 
brought the tusks from Angola via South Korea 
and Cambodia, before attempting to take them 
to Ha Noi, Viet Nam. 
 

-

CAMEROON: On 8 February 2014, Customs 

Republic of the Congo, seized 143 kg of ivory 
from sacks concealed in empty beer crates 
during the routine inspection of a lorry.  The 
items included 69 tusks and 12 ivory pieces.

CHINA:  In early November 2013, almost 12 t 
(3188 pieces) of ivory were seized by Customs 

On 4 November 2013 it was reported that 
Guangdong Supreme People’s Court had imposed 
gaol sentences in respect of defendants Yao and 
Wu, to 14 and 12 years, respectively.  In 2010, 
Gongbei Customs received intelligence that a 
legal ivory factory was involved in ivory smuggling. 

between Africa and mainland China via Malaysia, 
Hong Kong, and Taiwan and, in 2011, a task force 

tusks and other ivory products.

GABON:  On 10 January 2014, Farouk Alim, 
said to be a major player in the country’s ivory 
trade, was arrested in Libreville, in possession 
of 16 ivory pieces corresponding to 10 tusks 
(34 kg).  He was sentenced to six months in 

HONG KONG SPECIAL
ADMINISTRATIVE REGION: On 3 
October 2013, Customs agents at Hong Kong 
port seized 769 kg (189 tusks) of ivory that 
had been hidden in bags of soya beans.  The 
consignment came by boat from Côte d’Ivoire, 
transiting Malaysia, and was thought to be 
bound for mainland China.
 Between 13 and 15 December 2013, at Hong 

seized some 160 kg of ivory tusks and worked 
ivory from the baggage of 14 persons from three 

Seven passengers were subsequently 

HKD30 000–80 000 (USD4000–10 000).

 

KENYA:  On 28 January 2014, Chinese national 

(USD230 000) after being arrested while in 
transit from Mozambique to China via Nairobi 
in possession of one elephant tusk (3.4 kg).  He 

new anti-poaching laws which came into force 

he will spend seven years in gaol.  
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SOUTH AFRICA:  On 18 December 2013, 
at Kempton Park Regional Court, Jialing 
Yang, of Guangdong province, China, was 

three years’ imprisonment, for attempting to 
smuggle 12.7 kg of ivory through O.R. Tambo 
International Airport from Dubai, en route to 
Hong Kong.  Two Lion 
claws and 10 pangolin  (CITES II) scales 
were also in her luggage.  She stated that she 
had purchased the tusks and worked ivory 

market in Mozambique. 

TANZANIA: 
2013, police arrested three Chinese nationals and 
seized 797 elephant tusks in three raids during a 
week of anti-poaching raids.  Some 706 tusks were 
found in sacks of garlic at the house of Chinese 
nationals in Dar es Salaam on 2 November, and a 
further two in the city on 4 November.  Police in 
Mtwara seized 89 tusks a week earlier.

On 19 March 2014, it was reported that a 
court had sentenced Chinese national Yu Bo 
to 20 years in gaol after he was found in the 
illegal possession of 81 elephant tusks. The 
sentence was in default of his being unable to 

imposed.  He was apprehended as he attempted 
to transport the items out of the country at 
Dar es Salaam port, in December 2013.

TOGO:  On 22 and 28 January 2014,  authorities 
at the port of Lome seized nearly four tonnes 
of ivory tusks.  The items were hidden in 
containers destined for Viet Nam, disguised as 
cashew nuts and timber.  This represents one of 
the largest-ever ivory seizures in West Africa.  
Two locals and a Vietnamese national were 

been established.

 

UGANDA:  A high court judge has ordered 
that 2.9 t (832 pieces) of ivory, seized by the 
Ugandan Revenue Authority (URA) in October 
2013 on its arrival from D.R. Congo, should be 
returned to a Congolese national for onward 
export, despite the cargo having entered the 
country fraudulently declared as coffee and 
the fact that any onward export would be in 
violation of CITES.  At the time of the seizure, 
warrants were issued for the arrest of the 
Congolese national and a Kenyan national, 
both of whom remain at large. According to 
Minister Mutagamba’s statement, lawyers of 
Uganda Wildlife Authority and Uganda Revenue 

the judgement application for an interim order 

of the appeal was to be carried out immediately.

VIET NAM:  In early October 2013, Customs 

seized ivory tusks weighing 2.4 t concealed 
inside a container imported from Malaysia and 
said to be carrying sea shells.  On 4 October, 
another container arriving from Malaysia and 
also said to be carrying sea shells, was found 
to be carrying 2.1 t of tusks, bound for China.

ZIMBABWE:  On 16 October 2013, a 
court in Hwange sentenced Akim Masuku to 
15.5 years in gaol for poisoning and killing 
African Elephants  with 

fourth such conviction in the country during 
October.  Masuku was also found guilty of 
illegal possession of ivory.  The accused still 
faced charges for cyanide possession and for 
contravening environmental laws.  Eight others 
await sentencing for the killing of up to 100 
elephants in the park.

F L O R A

INDIA: A small selection of the many seizures 
of Red Sanders (Red Sandalwood) 

 (CITES II) that have taken place over 

In October 2013, an international gang 

14.5 t seized as it was being imported through 
Mundra Port in Gujarat.  Three arrests.

Cochin International Airport seized 110 kg of 
Red Sanders logs detected following X-ray scan 
of luggage of three Chinese nationals, bound 
for Malaysia.  The suspects said they were 
operating as carriers for a Delhi-based kingpin.  
 On 13 December 2013, Panvel forest 

lorry carrying 12 t of Red Sanders concealed 
under bananas.  Two arrests.
 On 29 December 2013, 7 t of Red Sanders 
were seized and at least six Indian crew members 
of a boat were detained off Haldia coast in West 
Bengal during an anti-smuggling operation by the 
Coast Guard and the Directorate of Revenue 
Intelligence.  The consignment was reportedly 

earlier seized Red Sanders from Jalpaiguri 
district as well as from Kolkata airport and 
arrested over a dozen Chinese nationals.
 On 25 February 2014, at Trivandrum 
International Airport, Kerala, Customs and 

an aircraft bound for Colombo, Sri Lanka, to 

three passengers on board were subsequently 
arrested on a charge of attempting to smuggle 
100 kg of Red Sanders out of the country in 
their check-in baggage.  The wood had been 
covered in a black synthetic material which 
had not been picked up by X-ray scanner.  
Enforcers described the method of operation 
as “relatively new” and said it could be a trial 

run to smuggle more valuable contraband 

 On 3 March 2014, police seized over 2000 
Red Sanders logs (40 t) in Kurnool district, 
Andhra Pradesh. Four arrests. 

SRI LANKA: On 11 November 2013, 

en route from Chennai (India) to Jabel Ali 
(Dubai). Declared as sanitary-ware, the timber 
was detected following information received 
while the consignment was in transit at the Jaya 
Container Terminal, Colombo port.

of Madagascan rosewood  (CITES II) 
that had been transported in 28 containers 
from Zanzibar bound for Hong Kong, via Sri 
Lanka, where it was detected on 24 March.  
This is reportedly the largest seizure ever 
made of this nature in the country.

UK: On 9 January 2014, a rare water lily 
, now extinct in the wild, 

was apparently stolen from the Royal Botanic 
Gardens at Kew.  Discovered in 1987 in one 
location in Mashyuza, Rwanda, the plant grew 
around freshwater hot springs and needs 
warm, damp mud.  It disappeared from the site 
about two years ago owing to overexploitation 
of the hot spring that fed the habitat.

M A R I N E

AUSTRALIA: On 13 January 2014, at Sale 
Magistrates’ Court, a Sydney man was gaoled 

(120) of abalones.  He was also banned from 

abalones, equipment and a vehicle were seized.
 It was reported on 28 February 2014 that 

(USD3200) after pleading guilty to being in 
possession of 43 abalones at Kiama Heights, 
New South Wales.  The defendant and another 
person were arrested in August 2012 after 
being observed packing dive gear into bags 
at Love’s Bay.  Twenty-seven specimens were 
of a prohibited size. The possession limit 
for abalones in NSW is two per person in 
waters open to the taking of abalones and the 
minimum prescribed legal length is 11.7 cm.
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DOMINICAN REPUBLIC:  On 30 October 

 (CITES II) from 223 boxes at 

gastropods were allegedly being exported to 
China by a seafood company.

SOUTH AFRICA: On 6 January 2014, police 
carrying out a routine check arrested a man near 
Beaufort West in possession of 1703 abalones 

banned in 2008. 

P A N G O L I N S

All pangolin species (Manis, Phataginus 
and Smutsia spp.) are listed in CITES 
Appendix II

CHINA:  In early October 2013, Jiangmen 
Customs seized 2041 frozen pangolins and over 
one tonne of pangolin scales (and 1113 python 

Taishan Kawashima.

-

THAILAND:  On 22 November 2013, 

plastic crates containing 122 pangolins after 
intercepting a car in Thap Sakae district of 
Prachuap Khiri Khan province.  

VIET NAM: On 18 November 2013, in the 

VND450 million (USD21 150) after being 
caught in Dong Hoa district a month earlier 
illegally transporting from Ho Chi Minh City to 
Ha Tinh Province 49 (256 kg) live pangolins in 
an ambulance bearing fake number plates.

-

ZIMBABWE: On 14 October 2013, Danisa 
Mloyi was sentenced to nine years in gaol for 
poaching pangolins.  The suspect was prosecuted 
under the , reportedly the 

correctly applied to the poaching of this species.  

R E P T I L E S

CANADA:  On 5 November 2013, Dennis Day 
of Cobden was sentenced to 90 days in gaol, to 

(USD46 000) to be paid to the Environmental 
Damages Fund after pleading guilty to smuggling 
reptiles into the country near Cornwall by a 
vessel originating from the USA.  In August 2010, 
Day was found in possession of containers holding 
205 animals including one Hermann’s Tortoise 

 (CITES II), one Serrated Hinge-
backed Tortoise  (II), eight African 
Spurred Tortoises  (II), 25 
Timor Tree Monitors  (II), 20 
Green Iguanas  (II), 51 Jackson’s 
Three-horned Chameleons  (II) 
and 39 Helmeted Chameleons  (II).  
He was also sentenced to three years’ probation 
and is prohibited from possessing any listed 
species of wildlife, except in accordance with the 
provisions of the 

 (WAPPRIITA). The reptiles were 
forfeited to the Crown.
 Due to evidence obtained during the 
investigation, Mark Ostroff also pleaded guilty to 
one count of unlawfully importing animals. He 

years’ probation.

HONG KONG SPECIAL
ADMINISTRATIVE REGION:  On 4 February 
2014, 2265 Pig-nosed Turtles 

 (CITES II) were repatriated to 
Indonesia, part of a consignment of over 2754 
turtles seized on 12 January by the Agriculture, 
Fisheries and Conservation Department.  This 
case represents almost a quarter of the 11 122 
Pig-nosed Turtles reported to have been seized 
in Indonesia and Hong Kong in January alone.   

INDIA: On 3 February 2014, 4980 live Indian 
Softshell Turtles  (CITES I) 
were seized as an attempt was made to take 
them into Bangladesh at Kalupur, near the border 
town of Bongaon. Three arrests. It is believed 
the animals, which had been procured in Vizag 
(Visakhapatnam), were meant for the meat trade. 
The turtles were to be released in the wild.

THAILAND: During early November 
2013, at Suvarnabhumi International Airport, 
Bangkok, Thai Royal Customs thwarted three 
attempts to smuggle tortoises and turtles into 

2013, 72 Black Pond Turtles 

India, Pakistan and Nepal), and the following 

Turtles , one Three-keeled Land 
Tortoise  and one Indian 
Eyed Turtle , from two bags that 

days later, two uncollected suitcases, also from 
Bangladesh, were found to contain 423 Indian 
Star Tortoises 
protected in range countries India, Pakistan 
and Sri Lanka) and 52 Black Pond Turtles.  On 
8 November, a Pakistani national arriving from 
Lahore, India, was arrested with four suitcases 
containing 470 Black Pond Turtles. 
 

On 10 December 2013, 62 Radiated Tortoises 
(CITES I and protected in 

its native Madagascar) were seized from a 
Malagasy national arriving from Antananarivo.  
The reptiles were concealed in a foam-lined 
suitcase that had been left on the luggage 
carousel.  The seizure was the result of 
ongoing co-operation between TRAFFIC 
and the Royal Thai Customs to identify and 
watch known wildlife smuggling routes.  
 

On 31 January 2014, Customs and wildlife 

International Airport seized 521 tortoises 

from Chennai, India.  Among the reptiles were 
65 Black Pond Turtles  
(CITES I) and 440 Indian Star Tortoises 

 (CITES II). 
 On 12 March 2014, Royal Thai Customs 

and 54 Indian Narrow-headed Softshell Turtles 
 (CITES II) in check-in luggage of 

Initial investigations show that the turtles 
were headed for Hong Kong. The duo were 
handed over to Royal Thai Police.

Almost 600 Black Pond Turtles (CITES Appendix I) 
were seized from three incoming shipments of 
turtles inThailand in November 2013.
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UK: On 3 April 2014, at Isleworth Crown 
Court, Romanian nationals Angla-Alina Bita 
and Vitora-Oliva Bucsa were each sentenced 
to 12 months’ in gaol after their arrest at 
Heathrow Airport on 3 February.  Border 

Iguanas  (CITES I)—native to the 
Bahamas.  Each specimen was wrapped in a 
sock, and one had perished.  The women had 

bound for Germany.  The animals are being 
given specialist care, with the long-term aim of 
returning them to their native habitat.
 Grant Miller, head of the Border Force 

iguana is incredibly rare—only a few hundred 
are believed to be left in existence—so this 
was a remarkable and very important seizure.”

VIET NAM: On 23 December 2013, police 
in Thanh Hoa province seized 200 kg of Water 
Monitors , 60 kg of Elongated 
Tortoises  (both CITES II), 
and 50 kg of Radiated Ratsnakes 

 from a bus as it travelled through 
Thanh Hoa City, apparently from the Mekong 
Delta province of Dong Thap to the northern 

R H I N O C E R O S E S

All rhinoceros species are listed in 
CITES Appendix I/II

HONG KONG SPECIAL 
ADMINISTRATIVE REGION: The return 
of 33 rhinoceros horns (and carved ivory 
items) to South Africa in November 2013 was 
the result of a two-year process that began in 
November 2011 after Hong Kong Customs 

and uncovered a record haul of almost 80 kg 
of rhinoceros horns (plus 758 ivory chopsticks 
and 127 ivory bracelets).  The horns and 
ivory were to undergo DNA analysis to 
provide insight into where the elephants and 
rhinoceroses had been poached.

SINGAPORE: On 16 January 2014, a 
Vietnamese national was sentenced to 15 
months’ imprisonment following his arrest at 
Changi Airport on 10 January after Customs 

 horn (22 kg) in his checked 
baggage as he travelled in transit to Viet Nam.  

SOUTH AFRICA: On 2 December 2013, 
at Makhado Regional Court, Limpopo, Musa 
Simango of Mozambique was gaoled for six 
years for attempted rhinoceros poaching, 
unlawful possession of ammunition, and 
trespassing.  Simango and two of his accomplices 
were apprehended in the Punda Maria area of 
Kruger National Park in October.  A shooting 

THAILAND: On 19 January 2014, Royal 
Thai Customs at Suvarnabhumi International 
Airport, Bangkok, seized nine rhinoceros horns 
(21.8 kg) from a transit passenger arriving from 
Nairobi, Kenya, en route to Ha Noi, Viet Nam.

UK: On 29 November 2013, at Harrow Crown 
Court, Darren Bennett of Leicester was gaoled 
for 10 months after breaking into the Natural 
History Museum in Tring, Hertfordshire, in 
2011, and attempting to steal rhinoceros horn.  
Bennett damaged display cases and broke off 
two replica, plaster horns from rhinoceros 
specimens that had been collected around 
1900.  He was caught after a member of staff 
discovered a glove he had used during the raid, 
which contained his DNA.  

In February 2014, at Nottingham Crown 
Court, Daniel O’Brien of Cambridge was 
gaoled for 16 months after pleading guilty to 
stealing a rhinoceros horn from an antiques 
dealer.  O’Brien was arrested and charged in 

traced his whereabouts and he was rearrested 
in October 2013.

USA:  On 5 December 2013, at Manhattan 
federal court, Jeffrey Wang, a New York City 
antiques dealer, was gaoled for three years after 
pleading guilty in August to smuggling artefacts 
made from rhinoceros horn from the USA to 

to three years’ supervised release.  He had 
reportedly faked US Customs documents on 

were also seized from his apartment.

VIET NAM: On 10 March 2014, authorities 
at Tan Son Nhat International Airport, Ho Chi 
Minh City, arrested a Vietnamese national in 

whole horns and pieces of horn) in his luggage.  

O T H E R   S E I Z U R E S

CANADA:  On 1 October 2013, at St 
Stephen provincial court, New Brunswick, 
Gregory Logan of New Brunswick was 
convicted on seven counts for offences related 
to the illegal export of 250 Narwhal 

 (CITES II) tusks to the USA 

ever imposed in Canada for offences under the 

 
(WAPPRIITA).  Further, he must serve an eight-
month conditional sentence in the community, 
including four months of house arrest and is 
prohibited from possessing or purchasing 
marine mammal products for a period of 10 

that were used to smuggle the tusks across the 
Canada-US border.

CHINA: According to information from 
Chengdu Customs, 41 kg of dried seahorses 

 (CITES II) arriving from 
Kathmandu, Nepal (provenance not reported), 
were recently intercepted. This was the 

Chengdu Customs. 

On 13 December 2013, Fangchenggang police 
seized 76 frozen bear paws from a vehicle in 
Guangxi province.  The driver evaded capture.

INDONESIA: On 15 November 2013, 238 
Slow Lorises  (CITES I) were 
seized at the port of Merak, Java, en route from 
Sumatra to markets in Jakarta and surrounding 
cities, for sale as pets. Six specimens died on 
the way to a rescue centre.  Vets were hopeful 
that the animals could be released back into 
the wild.  One arrest.

RUSSIA: On 6 November 2013, border 

over 450 kg of bear paws in the border city 
of Blagoveshchensk, estimated to derive from 

prepared for shipment to China.

On 11 December 2013, two men were detained 
by police in the Jewish Autonomous Region 
for smuggling 19 Gyrfalcons  
(CITES I), intended for sale overseas.  One bird 
died and the remainder were placed in a shelter.  


