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Ÿ Indian Spiny-tailed Lizard is the

only herbivorous lizard in the
4Indian Subcontinent . While the

adults are herbivorous, juveniles

may opportunistically feed on
8insects .

DID YOU KNOW? 
Ÿ Its body colour changes with the

temperature. As the lizard

becomes warmer, its body turns

pale brown or beige with little

orange patches on the back, and

the tail appears azure blue in the

species found in Rajasthan. At

extremely hot temperatures, it
9appears almost white in colour .

Indian Spiny-tailed Lizard Saara 

hardwickii is a herbivorous, solitary 

and burrow-dwelling reptile found in 
17the arid and semi-arid regions  of 

3north-western India . 

ECOLOGICAL ROLE 
Indian Spiny-tailed Lizard plays a 

significant ecological function by 

serving as prey to foxes, raptors, 
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13through a highly complex mutual relation with other organisms . 
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SIZE, HABITAT, DISTRIBUTION AND POPULATION STATUS 

AVERAGE SIZE HABITAT DISTRIBUTION POPULATION STATUS

Body length: 

Maximum total 

length: 43.8 cm

14.3 to 20.7 cm

16

Tail length: 

16.8 to 24 cm

Grassland habitats 

in plains of arid or 

semi-arid areas  in 

forests, riverbanks, 

bamboo and palm 

thickets, grass 

slopes, and rocky 
7areas

Haryana, Gujarat, 

Rajasthan, Uttar 

Pradesh and 
17Madhya Pradesh

17

Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972 Schedule II

Convention on International Trade in 
Endangered Species of Wild Fauna 
and Flora  (CITES)

Appendix II

International Union for 
Conservation of Nature (IUCN) Red 
List

Vulnerable 

Popularly known as “Sandha” or 

“Sandho, it is one of the 231 lizard 

species found in the country. 

Taxonomically, it is placed in the 

class Reptilia, order Squamata, and 

Family Agamidae.

5crows, and snakes , that share its 

ecosystem.

Being listed in the Wildlife Protection Act, 1972; poaching, trade, or any other form of 

utilisation of this species or any of its body parts is a punishable offence. Its international 

trade is further regulated under CITES.  
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7    HIGH FLYING

pullquotes 
can be included 

per page, but only 

statistic or 

one icon

pullquote
with space 

for additional 

7    SHORT REPORT TITLE

THREATS

Habitat DEGRADATION AND LOSS 
17Habitat loss  and alteration due to 

urbanisation, canal irrigation, 

afforestation, agricultural expansion, 

and large-scale infrastructure projects 

Trapping and hunting for illegal wildlife trade

such as solar and wind farms pose a 

significant threat to the survival of this 
14species . 

The Indian Spiny-tailed lizard is 

poached and traded for its meat, 

blood, oil, and skin. It is trapped by 

noose snares, traps and by targeting 
9their burrows . The meat is consumed 

as a delicacy by locals, and the oil 

obtained from the skin and tail of the 

lizard is sold as a local remedy for 
12ailments including joint pains .  

Different regions in Rajasthan have 

been identified as poaching and 

trading centres for the Indian Spiny-

tailed Lizard, from where derivatives 

(such as oil) are smuggled to Bihar, 

Karnataka, Maharashtra, New Delhi, 

Punjab, and Uttar Pradesh. The 

seizures of the species have also been 

recorded from Gujarat. 

Seizures of live Spiny-tailed Lizards 

have been reported at Desert National 

Park in Rajasthan. Other seizures of 

both live and dead lizards and their 

products have been reported in 

Bangalore, Karnataka, and Mumbai, 

Maharashtra, both areas outside its 

range but where the demand for its 

products drove trafficking. 

Victim of 
illegal 
wildlife 
trade in 
India

© Neyret & Benastar / WWF
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Sed at hendrerit diam. Proin eget diam enim. 

Nulla lobortis, ante sed venenatis interdum, 

leo dui effi  citur nulla, auctor tempor sem elit 

vel magna. Phasellus cursus enim ac est 

aliquam pharetra. Etiam effi  citur luctus diam 

ac sodales. Donec convallis justo ipsum, 

at eleifend nulla fermentum at. Duis quis 

dignissim massa, sed accumsan augue. Donec 

quis pharetra lorem. Vivamus id tincidunt nibh.

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur 

adipiscing elit. Etiam rhoncus ante at dui 

semper mattis. Cras velit sem, elementum id 

sollicitudin quis, fermentum eget elit. Phasellus 

orci nulla, pellentesque pretium bibendum 

vehicula, pulvinar sed erat. Proin rutrum est 

ac orci faucibus euismod. Praesent urna 

eros, tristique volutpat nunc sit amet, varius 

ultricies est. Nullam eget volutpat velit. Fusce 

erat odio, gravida sit amet elit sodales, lobortis 

tincidunt odio. Mauris quis ex ac orci convallis 

pellentesque.

Mauris mauris diam, tempus sed nunc ut, 

aliquam venenatis nulla. Ut blandit ligula ac 

ipsum suscipit, eget porttitor orci aliquet. 

Aenean bibendum, augue at sollicitudin 

condimentum, mauris velit viverra sem, eu 

pullquote
with space 
for additional 

pullquote
with space 
for additional 
elaboration

H3 PARAGRAPH TITLE

TABLE XX

Table title, caption, and source. Both caption and table are always full width, justifi ed left.

Column 1 Column 2 Column 3 Column 4 Column 5

Lions 110 33 18 (55%) 28 (84%)

Tigers 127 27 15 (56%) 8 (27%)

Bears 89 17 12 (71%) 2 (12%)

Total SEIZED 326 77 45 (58%) 38 (49%)

SECURING THE FUTURE 
INDIAN SPINY-TAILED LIZARD 

Ÿ Securing the habitat of the Indian 

Spiny-tailed Lizard is the first step 

toward its conservation. Therefore, it 

is crucial to prevent unsustainable 

land-use change due to agriculture 

and implement habitat protection 

measures such as establishing 

community based conservation 

areas in their geographic distribution 

ranges. 

Ÿ Research needs to be undertaken to 

understand the population dynamics 

and distribution of the species in the 

wild. This information will help 

develop a long term strategy for 

species conservation. 
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In India, the population of the Indian 

Spiny-tailed Lizard is presumed to be 

locally extinct in Uttar Pradesh, and the 

population in Madhya Pradesh is 

reportedly declining. Presently, the 

species is primarily restricted to the 

Ÿ Raising awareness about the 

species among local communities 

and consumers is crucial to 

reducing the demand for the 

species. 

Ÿ Immediate wildlife law enforcement 

action to stop poaching and 

smuggling of the Indian Spiny-tailed 

Lizard is needed. Therefore, 

enhancing enforcement officials' 

knowledge and skill for identifying 

and implementing wildlife laws will 

help combat the illicit trade of 

Indian Spiny-tailed lizards.     
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desert regions of northwest India. 

Habitat loss and illegal wildlife trade 

are the two most immediate threats 

to the species. 
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For further information, contact:

TRAFFIC is a leading non-governmental organisation working 

globally on trade in wild animals and plants in the context of both 

biodiversity conservation and sustainable development. 

TRAFFIC, India Office 

New Delhi- 110003

172-B, Lodi Estate

C/O WWF-India Secretariat

trafficind@wwfindia.net

TRAFFIC, India Office

Tel: 011-43516290/41504786

wwfindia.org 
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