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TWIX: ENHANCING GLOBAL WILDLIFE LAW ENFORCEMENT
The TWIXes—EU-, AFRICA-, SADC- and now Eastern
Africa-TWIX (Trade in Wildlife Information eXchange)
—continue to go from strength to strength: EU-TWIX
will soon be celebrating 15 years of supporting European
are now engaged with the platform; in Central Africa,
AFRICA-TWIX has expanded its geographical scope
in the last year to include Chad, Rwanda, and Burundi,
and in Southern Africa, the SADC- (Southern African
Development Community) TWIX website was launched in
early 2020 providing access to resources on combating
illegal wildlife trade to the 12 SADC countries that have
have signed up to the mailing list and three international
investigations have been facilitated by the TWIX system.
In Eastern Africa, TRAFFIC has conducted scoping
missions to Kenya, Uganda and Tanzania with positive
responses, and a TWIX awareness workshop was held in
early 2020 for agencies from those countries.
As well as strong progress with existing TWIXes,
several other regions have also expressed interest in
joining a TWIX or development of their own TWIX.
TWIX was presented to the Intergovernmental Authority
on Development (IGAD) Member States of the Horn of
Africa Wildlife Enforcement Network (HAWEN) Executive
meeting where strong support for TWIX was articulated,
and scoping studies were undertaken in Ethiopia with
a possible view to the country joining Eastern AfricaTWIX in the near future. Interest has been forthcoming
from West Africa, Latin America, the Caribbean, Central
Asia and Southeast Asia, and discussions are under way
to support improved communication and collaboration
opportunities in those regions, including the possibility of
further TWIX development. Progress made on three of the
TWIX platforms is reported in more detail below:
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1) Investigation between Madagascar and Mauritius:

2) Investigation between Namibia and Zambia:

Report by Tom Osborn, Denis Mahonghol,
Luc Evouna Embolo, Allan Mashalla, Taye Teferi,
Cynthia Ratsimbazafy, Markus Bürgener,
Magda Norwisz, and Roland Melisch, TRAFFIC

AFRICA-TWIX and SADC-TWIX are implemented
with the support of the Partnership against Poaching
and Illegal Wildlife Trade (Ivory and Rhino-Horn) in
Africa and Asia, implemented by GIZ on behalf of the
German Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation
and Development (BMZ) and the German Federal
Ministry for the Environment, Nature Conservation and
Nuclear Safety (BMU), and WWF France. The initiation
and implementation of Eastern Africa-TWIX has been
made possible through the support of the USAID-funded
Priority Setting (Wildlife TRAPS) and Conserving Natural
Capital and Enhancing Collaborative Management of
Transboundary Resources in East Africa (CONNECT),
together with WWF Finland through its support to the
East Africa Wildlife Crime Hub of WWF and TRAFFIC.
Engagement at the country level in Ethiopia, and at the
level of IGAD-HAWEN have been supported by a United
States Department of State Federal Assistance Award.
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