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Welcome to Tibet

The beautiful landscape of Tibet offers not only a unique insight into the culture, but also an
amazing and diverse collection of wildlife. In order to protect and preserve this treasure for future
generations to enjoy, we need your help.

Let's link hands and protect the last Pure Land: The Tibetan Plateau

The Tibetan Plateau is a gift from Mother Nature with untouched forests free from human activity, broad picturesque grasslands and
rich natural resources. It is home to some of the last remaining few nomadic cultures, Tibetan Buddhism and the ancient Bon Religion.
The Tibetan Plateau skyline is dominated by imposing mountain ranges with snow covered peaks and clear blue rivers and lakes
stretching at the foot of these colossal ridges.




A vast number of wildlife and fauna prosper in this unique environment and diverse eco-system,
from the highlands to some of the highest wetlands, to the sub-tropical climate in the valleys.

This unique geographical aspect of the Tibetan Plateau, with one of the highest ranges of
wetlands and diverse highland plants is home to thousands of wildlife and an exceptional
eco-system. Not only does the plateau provide local people with a livelihood, but also
contributes directly to the global climate and needs to be cared for by all.

Importance and Vulnerability of the Tibetan Plateau

The Tibetan Plateau has one of the most complete natural ecosystems on the Eurasian Continent.
It is home to many endangered and endemic wildlife. Also known as “the roof of the world” and “the 3rd

pole of the earth”, the Tibetan Plateau is also the source of many of Asia's major rivers, including the Yellow,
Yangtze, Mekong, Salween, Indus, and Brahmaputra rivers, and thus is a primary source of water for 45% of the world's total
population as well as having a direct influence on climates in China and the entire Eastern Hemisphere.

Here biodiversity features a variety of endemic and exclusive species, many of which are ancient ones and their derivatives only
seen in certain highland environments. Thanks to relatively little human interference, the Tibetan Plateau becomes a modern
sanctuary for many precious species. Meanwhile with the vulnerability of the highland eco-environment, many rare species are very

sensitive to any environmental change and their very existence is under threat. Thus, the Tibetan Plateau is a critical area of
biodiversity conservation in China.

With the global climate change, precious highland wildlife, human health, the
global eco-landscapes and rivers flowing down the Plateau harnessing the birth of
civilizations are at risk. However, increased pollution and damage to these unique and major
water sources pose a real threat to the survival of the people living on the Plateau
as well as for all those living downstream. The preservation of these and other fresh
water resources on the Tibetan Plateau is of benefit not only to the people living on the
Plateau, but also to all in the Eastern Hemisphere.

The combination of vast forests, highland vegetation and the glaciers on
the Tibetan Plateau are critical to the global climate. Due to its unique geographical
location and climate condition, the Tibetan Plateau has become the only natural ¥
shelter to many endangered and endemic species. If lost, many precious species




would perish and we would lose them forever. The natural resources on the Tibetan

Plateau have fostered the Tibetan civilization, providing livelihoods for the highland people
for centuries. The degradation and deterioration of the highland eco-environment will have a
direct impact causing irreversible damage to the environment. Deterioration of the local eco-
environment, loss of farmland and quality grasslands will ultimately deprive the local people
of their traditional livelihoods.

Tourism and Eco-protection of the Tibetan Plateau

Tibet is becoming more accessible and hence a popular destination for tourists from around
wme the world. This tourist tide will continue to grow, especially once the rail link becomes
I GET operational.

Tibet's tourism started back in the 80's. At that point in time, visitors numbered 1,059 in 1980 of which 95% came from abroad. Two
decades later, the number of tourists surged from 140,000 in 2002 to 1.22 million in 2004, which represents an increase of over 1,000
times the 1980 level. This shift in visitor levels is due to the fact that 92% are domestic tourists. As both the railway (Qinghai-Tibet)
and civil aviation services become more available, along with improving transportation and the development of new tourist facilities within
Tibet, the expected number of travelers will no doubt continue to increase, bringing an even greater pressure to the already
vulnerable highland ecosystem.

Tourists come to Tibet not only to see the beautiful natural scenery, but also to experience the local traditions and customs and buy
souvenirs and local produce. Tibet offers a range of unique products, such as handmade Tibetan rugs and tapestries, decorations,
traditional costumes and local foods. Sale of these goods stimulates the growth of the local handicraft industry and the economy.
However, there are many stores selling products, which have been made from wild animals and plants in Lhasa. These are promoted to
the consumers in a semi-open or grey-market manner where tourists are primary
targets. Many of these plant and wild animal products are made from protected species whose
survival in the wild are severely under threat. Continued harvesting and hunting will
result in their extinction. Other species, although not under protection, are almost
certain to follow in the same footsteps due to over-harvesting and over-hunting.

Products made from wildlife currently available on the market include: wild yak
skulls, Tibetan antelope and gazelle horns, tiger skins, leopard and otter skins, bear's
paws and musk.

All these animals are class I and II species under state protection. Wild plants for
sale include Tall Gastrodia Tuber, Figwortflower Picrorhiza Rhizome, Lucid
Ganoderma, Chinese Caterpillar Fungus, Fritillary Bulb, Sanchi, Chinese
Magnollavme Fruit, King Solomonseal Rhizome, Chmese Angehca Sichuan v -"'5‘
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Tangshen Root, Chinese Gentian, Terminalia chebula Retz, Rhadiola rosea and Snow
Lotus Herb.

Please bare in mind that your actions will have a direct
consequence on the fragile highland ecosystem and local
environment.

Consumption is the principle cause for over-harvesting and the sale of goods made
from endangered species. If consumers want to play an active role in helping these
rare and endangered species, please refrain and refuse to engage in the purchase of
these products. If demand is low for these products hopefully we will see a shift
towards a more sustainable market of products, which in turn will lead to a decrease
in the amount of illegal over-harvesting and hunting which is currently occurring.
Due to traditional values and beliefs, the properties of certain wild animals and
plants has been wildly exaggerated. It is very common for many to believe that these products can cure diseases and have health
strengthening properties. In fact, the misuse of medicines made from wildlife may actually damage one's health. Many tourists, ignorant
to such facts, not only jeopardize the survival of many wildlife species in Tibet, but also risk damaging their own health.

We welcome you to Tibet and sincerely hope that while you appreciate the beautiful natural landscape, famous
tourist sites and local customs, you will also want to look after the most precious gift that has been bestowed to us and keep
Tibet unspoiled.

. We urge you to:

» Adhere to laws and regulations regarding wildlife and nature
reserve conservation;

Not buy endangered species and its products;
Respect the local culture and natural environment;
Dispose of waste in a proper manner and do not litter ;

Not pursue or intimidate wild animals, nor collect any wildlife
(including plants).




