








In the second location, seven Green Turtles were put into a box for export.  The dealer claimed to
export approximately 500 Green and Hawksbill Turtles a year, with the majority of them being Green
Turtles.   Seven of the Green Turtles observed in this shop were very small (less than 10 cm in width).
This dealer stated that the biggest importing country of these stuffed animals is China, with orders
increasing considerably over the past three years.  Orders of 20-30 animals require half a day’s notice
to prepare.   Larger orders take a longer period.  Wholesale buyers can pay with cash, cheque or bank
transfer.   Buyers must pay shipping expenses.  Orders can be placed by email.  The dealer stated that
the turtles are caught in Nha Trang and in nearby fishing villages.

One large Loggerhead Turtle was on display in
one of these shops and, according to the dealer,
was for sale for USD46.50.  The dealer was
unsure of its origin.  This was the only 
specimen of this species observed in this study.  

There is one very large exporting company in
Nha Trang, dealing exclusively in stuffed
marine turtles.  The husband of this dealer is
from South Korea, and has reportedly 
numerous connections there.  In addition to
premises in the town, the company has a 
showroom at a nearby international ship repair
yard.   Many sailors from ships at the repair yard
buy stuffed Green Turtles to take back to Korea,
which is the biggest buyer of stuffed 
turtles prepared by this company.   In 2001, four
40 ft containers, each containing 400 large

stuffed Green Turtles, were sent by ship to Korea.  According to this dealer, only Green Turtles are sent
to Korea as the buyers there say that the Hawksbills are too expensive.  She claims to be able to ship
turtles anywhere in the world, but her main buyer, after Korea, is Taiwan.  This dealer boasted that,
because she has so many connections and suppliers near Nha Trang and in other areas of Viet Nam, even
though marine turtle populations are declining, she could still supply any amount of stuffed turtles.
Observed at her premises during this visit were three dying Green Turtles and two dying Hawksbills.  A
number of turtles were being soaked in formaldehyde, and approximately 25 large stuffed Green Turtles
were in storage.  Some of these were wrapped in newspaper, ready for export.

The middleman in Nha Trang

A Nha Trang middleman interviewed at his home described his family’s trade in snake wine, Hawksbill
Turtles, and, to a lesser extent, other species of terrestrial fauna.  The business buys Hawksbill Turtles
from fishermen throughout the area and resells them to other dealers, who sell them to retailers.  The
dealer stated that the business buys and sells as many as 500-700 Hawksbill Turtles per year.  This,
however, is far less than the numbers bought and sold 10 years ago.  This species, according to this
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dealer, is declining rapidly and has become quite rare near Nha Trang.  One dead and one live
Hawksbill and one live Green Turtle were observed on the premises.  While some Green Turtles are
purchased and later resold to be stuffed, this dealer prefers to deal in Hawksbill Turtles.

Ba Ria - Vung Tau Province

Vung Tau 

Eleven shops were surveyed in Vung Tau.  All 11 of these shops specialise in wholesale export of marine
turtle products, although large quantities are also sold to visiting tourists.  At the time of this study, 
collectively these shops were displaying 3 177 pieces, 11% of the total observed during this study.

All dealers here stated that large purchases were easily handled.  In fact, they claimed that the 
majority of their business involved selling large quantities to foreign buyers.  All of the dealers in these
shops claimed to have numerous foreign wholesale buyers.

Wholesale buyers from China
allegedly bought the most products,
followed by buyers from Taiwan,
Japan, Viet Nam (Vietnamese living
abroad in various countries), the
USA and South Korea.   Seven of
these dealers claimed to have at least
one wholesale buyer from China; six
claimed wholesale buyers from
Taiwan; five claimed buyers from
Japan; five claimed to have
Vietnamese living abroad (mostly
from North America and, to a lesser extent, Europe) buying wholesale; one claimed to have wholesale
buyers from the USA; and another claimed wholesale buyers from South Korea.  All dealers stated that
wholesale buyers come on a regular basis, with one mentioning monthly visits from a number of 
buyers.  According to another dealer, one buyer from South Korea and another from China buy 50-70
stuffed Green and Hawksbill Turtles every month.  These two buyers are said to buy all stuffed turtles
in stock in all 11 shops every month.  Many dealers stated that buyers from China, Japan and Taiwan
often come to the shops and purchase all the tortoiseshell products in stock.

All dealers were eager to give information, apparently in the hope of enlisting another wholesale buyer.
All gave information on exporting the products, stating that small quantities can be taken by air, but
that larger shipments (those with hundreds of tortoiseshell items or large stuffed turtles) should be
taken by sea to avoid detection.  One dealer noted that it was easier to export tortoiseshell products
than it was to export whole stuffed turtles.  All dealers stated that they handle all shipping 
arrangements, although the buyer is responsible for paying shipping and handling charges.  Dealers
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said that orders of less than 500 pieces of tortoiseshell could be arranged within one day, but larger
shipments required up to a week to prepare.

All dealers in Vung Tau stated that the majority of marine turtle products were sold to foreign 
wholesale buyers and foreign tourists.  The majority of these foreign tourists were Vietnamese living
in countries such as the USA, France, Canada and Germany.  Japanese and Taiwanese tourists were
also major buyers.  One dealer stated that the majority of the stuffed turtles, especially the stuffed
Green Turtles, were sold to buyers from China and Japan.

Two of the dealers stated that the products for sale in their shops were made in Vung Tau, although no
craftsmen were located there during this study.  One of these two dealers stated that raw scutes were
often purchased from other countries, including China, to be fashioned into products and sold in Vung
Tau.  The second claimed that products were made by her family, although no further information
regarding production was obtained.  A few of the dealers stated that some of the stuffed turtles for sale
were caught around Vung Tau.  Others stated that many of their products were purchased from HCMC
and elsewhere.  While surveyors were in one shop, a man delivered a package of 70 thin bracelets that
the dealer said were from HCMC.

Many of the dealers in Vung Tau reported that most of the large stuffed female turtles they sell come
from Con Dao.  Whether they were being caught on the beaches by fishermen or other local 
inhabitants, or were being caught in nets around the islands and then sold to the dealers, is not known.

Con Dao Archipelago 

At the end of the 17th century, the Con Dao islands were the site of a flourishing Green Turtle oil
extraction industry.  No account of such exploitation of Hawksbill Turtles in the Con Dao archipelago
at that period exists, but some information on more recent harvesting is available.  Between the late
1970s and 1985, a business based on the islands produced tortoiseshell jewellery for sale to visitors.
The enterprise had its own captive rearing, or ranching, facilities.  When juvenile turtles from this 
facility reached 20-30 cm, they were slaughtered to produce stuffed specimens for sale.  Between 50
and 100 such specimens were sold each year.  The enterprise was closed down in 1985 when the first
marine turtle protection measures were introduced to the islands (CRES, 1994).   

During this survey, five shops were found to have Hawksbill Turtle products available.  According to
the dealers in these shops, the products were brought from Vung Tau for resale in Con Dao.

When asked if it was legal to sell these products on the island, the shop owners stated that it was legal
in the case of products other than stuffed turtles.  They said that if the authorities on this island found
any store selling stuffed turtles they would be confiscated and the owner fined.   

On Con Dao, there is one craftsman of tortoiseshell products.  He stated that he only makes these 
products when local fishermen catch Hawksbills.  He noted that because it is illegal for the fishermen
to catch these animals, it is sometimes difficult for him to acquire craft material.
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Most tortoiseshell products on the Co Dao islands are sold to Vietnamese tourists, foreign sailors and,
to a lesser extent, foreign tourists.  Local villagers and fishermen stated that there are very few 
(approximately 30) local boats fishing around Con Dao.  These mostly catch small fish and cuttlefish.
However, locals also stated that as many as 3000 fishing boats from other areas, such as Nha Trang,
Vung Tau, and Binh Dinh, work around this island from February to August, the breeding season of
marine turtles on the island.  Local fishermen said that during this season many marine turtles are
caught.  Fishermen that caught the turtles are aware that it is illegal.  As a result, some of the turtles
are released, but others are hidden on fishing boats and taken elsewhere for sale.  Additionally, some
turtles are given to island locals by fishermen.  Locals explained that the intense fishing pressure, 
especially from fishermen outside Con Dao, is the reason for the decline in the number of marine 
turtles around the islands.  A few examples of fishing techniques employed around the island by 
‘outside’ fishing vessels were given by the locals.  These techniques are considered by the locals to be
very damaging to the local reefs as well as to the marine turtle populations.  Four types of fishing nets
(three-layer nets, mackerel fishing nets, trawl nets, and small nets) were described by locals as being
especially harmful to marine turtles.  

The ‘three-layer net’ is usually used for fishing over coral reefs.  With its small-sized mesh (5x5 cm)
this net can catch fish of various sizes and also marine turtles.  Fishermen claimed that approximately
10 such units are employed every day and that each net traps one to four turtles daily.

The small-meshed mackerel fishing net is often used during the season when marine turtle breed
around the islands.  Fishermen stated that this net often accidentally catches marine turtles, but no 
estimates of numbers caught were given.

Trawl nets, as well as small nets used for fishing close to the shore, are commonly used and are also
considered harmful to marine turtles, taking numerous animals as by-catch.  However, no estimates on
numbers caught were given.  Locals considered the small nets working close to the shore as serious
threats to marine turtles, as they catch turtles along the nesting beaches.

According to locals interviewed during this study, up until 10 years ago, marine turtles were widely
eaten during local festivals and celebrations.  Usually four or five Green Turtles (50 to 100 kg per 
animal) were consumed during such events.  Green Turtle meat was considered better tasting than beef,
pork, or Hawksbill Turtle.  The local people said that they would still like to use marine turtle meat but
that this has become difficult since the introduction of the protection measures.  

Ha Noi

Ha Noi, the capital city of Viet Nam, is located in the north of the country.  The capital is visited by
numerous foreign tourists, and functions as a trade hub.   A total of 58 souvenir and handicraft shops
were surveyed, and 21 of these were found to have marine turtle products for sale.  However, these shops
accounted for only 4% of the items observed in the entire survey.  Dealers in Ha Noi stated that they
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buy their marine turtle products
from HCMC and Nha Trang.  Their
main buyers, in order of 
importance, originate from China,
Japan, Taiwan, Hong Kong and
South Korea.  A few dealers stated
that buyers from China and Hong
Kong usually buy large quantities.
Dealers said that locals buy very
few Hawksbill Turtle products,
although some buy stuffed Green
Turtles for their homes.  One dealer

said that the reason only a few locals bought these items was that the prices were too high.

One dealer selling stuffed turtles stated that discounts of USD6.65–13.35 are provided for purchases of
more than 10 stuffed specimens.  The NASCO government -owned gift shop in the domestic departure
lounge at Noi Bai International Airport had a number of tortoiseshell products for sale (a total of 139
items were observed), and the international departure lounge had an additional 197 pieces.   When 
dealers at the international airport gift shop were asked if it was legal to take tortoi seshell products out of the
country, they replied that they were aware that it was illegal, due to international controls.

Hai Phong City 

Twenty-nine shops were surveyed in this town.  Of these, 12 were found to have small quantities of
marine turtle products available.  According to dealers, few people now buy marine turtle products,
compared with a few years ago, when demand was much higher.  While dealers had few pieces in
stock, some claimed they could supply larger volumes (one mentioned 100 - 200 pieces) to order, and
that wholesale prices were available.  One dealer stated that he would not supply stuffed turtles because
transporting them to Hai Phong was too difficult.   All dealers stated that the majority of the products
were purchased by foreigners, mostly originating from China, Japan, Taiwan and South Korea.  One
of the shop owners stated that, when his current stock was finished, he would no longer buy marine
turtle products, as prices were too high and sales too low.  Dealers claimed to buy their products from
Nha Trang (especially stuffed Hawksbills) and from HCMC, while some stuffed Green Turtles were
purchased from fishermen in Cat Ba.

Cat Ba Island

Thirteen souvenir and handicraft shops were surveyed in this location.  Only two of these were found
to have any marine turtle products available, and between them they had only 12 pieces.

Discussions with some local fishermen in the area revealed that Green and Hawksbill Turtles are rarely
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found locally these days.  No other marine turtle species were thought to exist in these waters.  One
fishing boat owner stated that he had accidentally caught a Green Turtle in 1997.  He sold the turtle to
a foreign tourist (for USD4.80) who photographed the animal and released it.  Another fisherman said
that, in 1999, he had accidentally caught a Green Turtle weighing 20 kg, which he had sold to a local
tourist for USD16.  The turtle was killed and eaten.  This fisherman said he had not seen another 
turtle since then.

Do Son beach 

Shops on Ly Thanh Tong, Yet Kieu and Van Hoa streets were surveyed but no marine turtle products
were found for sale.  A worker at a seafood restaurant displaying a stuffed Hawksbill Turtle explained
that the animal had been salvaged, still alive, from by-catch near Cat Ba Island, but had died in 
captivity two months later because of cold weather.  The restaurant owner offered to sell the specimen
for USD133.  The owner also stated that Hawksbill Turtles are very rarely seen in this area compared
with Green Turtle, and said that if Green Turtles were caught as by-catch they were normally released.
However, fishermen sometimes kill them for food.

Thua Thien - Hue Province

Hue

Approximately 30 souvenir and handicraft shops were surveyed in this location and only two, one 
souvenir shop and the gift shop at the Phu Bai Airport, were found to have marine turtle products 
available.   Dealers in both of these shops stated that the products were made in southern Viet Nam,
although an exact location was not named.  The dealers both stated that the products are sold to both
local and foreign tourists.  While these shops have not dealt with wholesale buyers in the past, they do
give discounts for large purchases.  One stuffed Hawksbill Turtle was observed in the souvenir shop.
The dealer stated that stuffed marine turtles are rare, and only small ones could be obtained.  A
number of tortoiseshell products (142 pieces in total) were also observed for sale in the Phu Bai Airport
gift shop.

Quang Ninh Province

Ha Long

Thirty-one shops were visited in this town and five were found to have marine turtle products for sale.
Some shop owners said they had sold marine turtle products in the past, but stopped selling them
because of high prices and low demand.  According to the dealers that did have marine turtle products
available, most are sold to Chinese tourists, as this town is close to the Viet Nam-China border.   
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In addition to the handicraft and souvenir shops selling marine turtle products, one restaurant was also
found to be offering marine turtle meat.  This restaurant kept a number of live fish and six live marine
turtles (two Hawksbills Turtles, two Olive Ridley Turtles and two Green Turtles) in aquariums.  Staff
at the restaurant stated that these turtles were kept for decoration only, not for food.  However, they
said that marine turtles can be ordered for consumption, if money is paid in advance.  Hawksbill Turtles
cost from USD200 to USD330 per turtle; Green Turtles cost from USD100 to USD165 per turtle,
depending on the size.  The dealers stated that Hawksbill Turtles sold in this restaurant came from
southern Viet Nam, while Green Turtles came from local fishermen.  

Mong Cai

Only five shops were found to have marine turtle products in this town.  The majority of the dealers
stated that they did not sell marine turtle products as they were difficult to acquire and difficult to sell
due to strict control by the police and the market authorities.  Amongst the dealers that were selling
marine turtle products, two of them claimed to purchase their stuffed turtles from other countries; one
cited Indonesia as a source, the other the Philippines.  

Provinces with no observations of marine turtle products on sale3

Bac Lieu, Can Tho, Soc Trang Provinces

There was no information regarding marine turtle trade or use in these three provinces.  Local people
and fisherman were interviewed, and all stated that this area was not suitable for marine turtles due to
the mangrove forests and marshy shore.  Local people in the area appeared to have no tradition of using
any kind of marine turtle products.  However, fresh water turtles are harvested widely in this area for
food.

Da Nang 

Ten souvenir and gift shops and two restaurants were surveyed in Da Nang City.  None of these 
locations was found to have any marine turtle products for sale.

Various villages in Huong Tra District

During an interview with a fisherman in the An Hai Tay village, it was learned that Green Turtles are
sometimes accidentally caught by local fishermen, although the interviewee claimed these turtles were
quite rare in this area.  He said turtles accidentally caught are usually returned alive to the sea because
they are considered a symbol of power and are, therefore, respected.

According to a fisherman at An Hai Dong village, fishermen in the area sometimes catch Green Turtles

3 Listed in alphabetical order.



but usually release them, although a few are sold to fish traders.  According to the interviewee, Green
Turtles are quite scarce in this area.  In the past 10 years of living and working in this area, he had seen
Hawksbill Turtles caught only once or twice.  

A fish trader interviewed in Thuan Phuoc village, Da Nang, said she had only once, in 2000, purchased
some iced meat said to be from a Green Turtle.  In 2001, she had also observed another fish trader 
purchase a 10 kg Green Turtle from some local fishermen who had caught and killed it.  The meat was
sold for USD2/kg.

Nai Hien Dong, Son Tra District

A fisherman from Nai Hien Dong, Son Tra District, sometime in 2000, indicated he had caught a Green
Turtle (as by-catch), but he had released it as he thought killing it would bring bad luck.  He also noted
that he has never seen marine turtles nesting in the area.  

Ha Tinh Province

Ten shops were surveyed in the town of Ha Tinh but no marine turtle products were observed on sale.

Hai Duong Province

Hai Duong 

Ten shops in the town of Hai Duong were surveyed, but no marine turtle products were found for sale.
Shop owners explained that that was because very few foreign tourists visit the town.

Lang Son Province

Eight towns were surveyed in this province, but no marine turtle products were observed in trade.

Nghe An Province

Vinh 

Seven souvenir and jewellery stores were surveyed in Vinh but no marine turtle product was found for
sale.  One dealer of wildlife products stated that five years ago there was a market for stuffed marine
turtles in this city, but as the market declined, he stopped stocking them.  While he had no marine 
turtles in stock, he claimed to be able to get them on order from fishermen in Nha Trang.  There were
no marine turtle products on sale at the Vinh Airport.
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Cua Lo beach

Twenty-three shops were surveyed in this town but none was found to have marine turtle products for
sale.  Dealers said that these products were too expensive and that not enough tourists visited the area
to make it a worthwhile investment.

Ninh Thuan Province

Phan Rang 

According to fishermen from this village, weather permitting, twice a month, 400 - 500 fishing boats
go out in groups of five to six.  Each group stays out for seven to 10 days.  Whilst at sea, each group
catches an average of one Hawksbill or Green Turtle a day (no other turtle species are taken).  The
majority of the turtles caught are Green Turtles, which are killed and eaten by the fishermen and their
families, and shared with others in the village.  The meat is never sold.  Hawksbill Turtles are taken
live to the nearby island of Binh Ba, and sold to a dealer there for USD8 per 10 cm carapace width.
Hawksbills that die in capture are eaten by the fishermen and the carapace only is sold to the dealer on
Binh Ba.   The dealer on Binh Ba then resells them.  The fishermen stated that, while turtles are still
being caught, they are becoming less abundant, and large ones are now seldom caught.

Quang Binh Province

Dong Hoi

Nineteen shops and hotels were surveyed, both in the centre of this town as well as along the beach,
but no marine turtle products were observed.  

Quang Nam Province

Hoi An 

No marine turtle products were observed in the 15 shops surveyed in this town.  Traders said that they
do not sell marine turtle products as nobody has ever asked for such products.

Thanh Hoa Province

Thanh Hoa 

Eight souvenir and handicraft shops were surveyed in this town but none was found to have marine
turtle products for sale.   
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Sam Son beach

No marine turtle products were available in this town.  In conversations with a few fishermen in the
nearby Cua Hoi Port, it was learned that Green Turtles are occasionally caught as by-catch.  One 
fisherman stated that he had once observed a Green Turtle killed by fishermen for food, but indicated
that if the animals are caught they are usually released.

Fishermen in a nearby port, in Vinh, said that Green Turtles caught as by-catch are released, as it is
believed that killing these animals brings bad luck.  They also said that fishermen from a nearby 
village, Quang Xuong, stick the shells of accidentally caught Green Turtles on coconut trees near the
sea in order to exorcize ghosts.  None of the people interviewed in this area mentioned seeing any
species other than the Green Turtle.  
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CONCLUSIONS

In May 2002 there was still a significant trade in marine turtles and marine turtle products in Viet Nam.
This trade is a major contributor to the decline in turtle populations being experienced in the country.
This situation is recognised not only by researchers but also by many of those involved in the trade.
Dealers, fishermen and tortoiseshell craftsmen interviewed as part of this study stated that marine 
turtle populations in Viet Nam are declining, due to over-harvesting and egg collection.    

The turtles are killed to produce jewellery and other tortoiseshell products, and stuffed mounts.
Although much of this exploitation is to supply foreign demand, local demand is also substantial in
certain areas.   

The trade continues illegally despite marine turtles being officially protected in Viet Nam.  All five
species of marine turtle found in Viet Nam waters are listed in the country’s national protected species
legislation.   Furthermore, all five species are listed on CITES Appendix I, to which Viet Nam has been
a signatory since 1994.   

Widespread and consistent anecdotal evidence, along with overt public displays of marine turtle 
products for sale, provide irrefutable evidence of the trade in these products in Viet Nam.  The size and
openness of this trade demonstrates that legislation prohibiting such trade is being deliberately flouted
by the traders.  Indeed, while several dealers interviewed for this study stated that they knew the trade
was illegal, only one considered action by the authorities to be a real threat.   

It is becoming increasingly apparent from the records that Viet Nam’s populations of marine turtles
cannot sustain current levels of harvest (for food and/or trade) and accidental capture.  But without
enforcement of the conventions and national legislation designed to protect marine turtles, these rates
of decline will continue.  CITES alone, if properly enforced, would be an effective mechanism to stop
much of the international trade in marine turtle products.   

Stronger enforcement of CITES and national legislation protecting marine turtles, along with 
education of the authorities and both buyers and sellers of marine turtle products, is essential if Viet
Nam’s marine turtle populations are to survive.
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RECOMMENDATIONS

The following recommendations are seen as essential for marine turtle populations in Viet Nam waters
to survive.  

1. Enforcement of legislation prohibiting the trade in marine turtles and marine turtle 
products in Viet Nam must be increased and improved.  It is recommended that: 

a. The Ministry of Fisheries together with the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development
issue a joint Decision stipulating the confiscation of all marine turtle products on sale in Viet
Nam within six months of convening the meeting on the National Action Plan  on marine
turtles.  

b. Relevant enforcement agencies monitor compliance with the Decision and prosecute
offenders in accordance with the law.   

c. The Ministry of Fisheries educate and inform  relevant  enforcement agencies about  the
serious impact that the trade in marine turtles has on wild populations, and of the need to
protect marine turtle populations.  

d. The Ministry of Fisheries assist enforcement personnel to  identify  marine  turtle  species,
parts  and  products.  This could  be  facilitated  by  the  publication  of  such  tools  as  iden-
tification guides, for distribution to relevant personnel.

e. The Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development and relevant partners, 
including NGOs, assist enforcement agencies in the training of field staff on the 
implementation and enforcement of CITES and Decree 48/CP.

f. National enforcement agencies  focus enforcement  efforts  in  the  main  locations  where
tortoiseshell items are made (Ha Tien and Phu Quoc) and sold (HCMC, Ha Tien, Nha Trang
and Vung Tau).  Target middlemen in Vung Tau city for enforcement action, as they are
responsible for purchasing large quantities of turtles from fishermen, as well as for much of
the international wholesale export of stuffed turtles.

2. Government and NGO partners continue monitoring the marine turtle trade in Viet Nam to
measure the success of enforcement efforts and to keep abreast of changing market trends, trade
routes and other relevant information.   The current population status of all marine turtle species
in the wild should continue to be monitored, and local individuals and organisations should be
trained to carry out such monitoring projects.

3. Viet Nam sign and implement the Convention on Migratory Species (CMS).   (See Appendix 1).
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4. With the support of the Marine Turtle Conservation and Management Team for Viet Nam, the
government undertake an awareness campaign informing dealers of the 
illegality of the trade in marine turtles and the Decision concerning confiscation.

5. Government and NGO partners implement campaigns  designed  to  raise public  awareness of
the need to protect marine turtles, and to reduce consumption of marine turtle  products.   Such
campaigns should:

a. Encourage the mass media to focus on the conservation needs of marine turtles and the
illegality of the trade.

b. Create and distribute information for international travellers at airports and other points of
entry and exit.

c. Create and distribute information designed specifically for children.   
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APPENDIX 1 - THE CONVENTION ON MIGRATORY SPECIES

Also known as the Bonn Convention, the Convention on Migratory Species (CMS) is a global 
inter-governmental treaty that provides several benefits to signatory states.  These benefits include 
infrastructure, secretariat services, and some financial support.  The CMS aims to address problems of
domestic consumption of endangered wildlife at a national level, and encourage international 
cooperation to achieve conservation objectives (Hykle, 2000).  In regard to marine turtles, all species
(except for the Flatback Turtle Natator depressus) are listed on Appendix I of the Convention, which
includes species afforded strict protection because of their endangered status (Hykle, 2000).  CMS 
largely addresses domestic exploitation whereas CITES addresses international trade.  Although at the
time of writing Viet Nam has not signed the Convention on Migratory Species, three Viet Nam 
government officials did participate in the recent Conference of Parties (courtesy of IUCN and CMS),
and the Viet Nam government intends to submit its instrument of accession to CMS by December 2002.
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APPENDIX 2 - PREPARING HAWKSBILL TURTLE SCUTES FOR CRAFTING

In all locations covered during this study, the processing methods of products from Hawksbill Turtles
were similar.  The following steps briefly explain the process in which tortoiseshell items are crafted.

1.  Choosing and cleaning the scutes

The scutes from the carapace of the Hawksbill Turtle, which are used to make tortoiseshell curios, are
removed from the animal by application of heat (Pritchard, 1979).  Raw scutes are rough and dull in
colour.  After removal from the animal, the scutes are cleaned and sorted.  The scutes must be cleaned
thoroughly to improve their appearance and to allow pieces to be fastened together securely.   Scutes
are chosen for various products on the basis of their colour and pattern.  For example, fans, hair clips,
cigarette boxes, necklaces etc, use thin scutes with attractive patterns (a balanced pattern of 
transparent and black veins).  This type of shell is often 0.7 to 1.5 mm thick.  To make thicker 
products, such as combs, spectacle frames and bracelets, thicker scutes are needed.  The thickest types,
measuring 1.2 - 2 mm in thickness, are often used for these items.

2.  Pressing into shapes 

To enable the scutes to be pressed into shape, they must be heated to a temperature of 600 - 700C.  At
this temperature they soften, and can be shaped into suitable moulds.  These are then pressed for 4 - 8
hours.

3.  Processing and polishing 

This step requires much time and force.  For example, bracelets are cut into rings of various 
thicknesses from tortoiseshell that has been pressed into tubular shapes.  

Generally, all the work is carried out by hand, using very simple tools, such as knives and files.
However, according to some individuals involved in the trade, machines are now used in some of the
steps (especially polishing) in the creation of tortoiseshell products in HCMC.   

The time needed to complete the polishing depends on the product being made.  For example, it takes
1-1.5 hours to polish a cigarette box to satisfaction, and 30 minutes for a normal bracelet.  

The thinner the scutes, the faster the pieces can be made into a product.  For example, it takes a 
person three days to make five thick combs and only one day for a person to make a hand fan, as the
fans are made out of thinner pieces.   

Master craftsmen frown upon rushing to finish a product because the final product of a hurried piece is
seen as having no beauty.  Traditional craftsmen believe that time, patience and skill are essential in 
making beautiful pieces.  Traditionally, the tools of the trade are a press to flatten the scutes, pliers and a
vice to hold and bend the pieces, files, a fine-toothed saw and small blades - no electrical equipment is
used.  Currently, a skilled craftsman using traditional procedures could make a gross salary of 
approximately USD200 per month.
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APPENDIX 3 - PRODUCTION OF STUFFED TURTLES

Stuffing the turtles is less difficult and less labour intensive than crafting the shell.  The flesh and 
viscera are removed from the animal from the rear, and the inside thoroughly cleaned.  The animal is
often alive when this step is initiated, dying soon after.  Following cleaning, the carcass is soaked in
various  preserving  solutions  to  prevent  it  from  decaying.   The animal is  then set in the sun for 
approximately two weeks until dry.  Once completely dry, it is polished and ready to sell.  Most ani-
mals used to make these products are Green Turtles; although it appears that in the recent past
Loggerhead Turtles were also used.  Only the small Hawksbill Turtles (width <30 cm) are stuffed,
because larger ones are used for making tortoiseshell products.  
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APPENDIX 4 - SLAUGHTERING

A knife is inserted between the carapace and the plastron of the live animal, just posterior to the front
flipper.  The knife is then drawn down to the anus along the plastron/carapace margin and up the other
side to the posterior edge of the adjacent front flipper.  The plastron and carapace are then forced apart
and the insides are pulled out.  During this process, the animal dies.  This method is generally used in
the tortoiseshell industry.
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APPENDIX 5 - MARINE TURTLE PRODUCTS AND IVORY

While ivory was not the focus of this report, during the survey a strong apparent correlation was found
between Hawksbill Turtle products and ivory products in the city of HCMC.  A number of business
cards collected from dealers in HCMC depicted both sea turtles and elephants, suggesting the 
availability of both ivory and tortoiseshell products.  Of the 36 shops with tortoiseshell for sale in
HCMC, 16 also had ivory for sale.  Only two shops surveyed carried ivory but not tortoiseshell.  In these
shops in HCMC, a total of 2 051 carved pieces of ivory, one kilogramme of tusk tips, four raw tusks and
four pictures made from small pieces were observed.  The only other sighting of ivory for sale was in
Vinh, in the province of Nghe An, where three kilogrammes of raw ivory was for sale in a shop.
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