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Caribbean marine turtles: CITES action on over-exploitation
The Hague, Netherlands, 12 June 2007—Over-exploitation of marine turtles in legal fisheries and through illegal harvest and trade poses a major threat to the survival of marine turtles across the Wider Caribbean Region, according to a new report launched today by TRAFFIC, the wildlife trade monitoring network.
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key findings
Marine Turtles disperse widely throughout the Caribbean. They are targeted for their shells, meat and eggs; the former frequently end up as personal items and curios purchased by tourists. A significant, but unknown number of turtles are also taken as bycatch in industrial and artisanal fisheries.
“Protection measures for marine turtles are extremely patchy—turtles may be adequately protected in some waters, but then travel into areas where they are at risk from unmanaged or illegal take,” said Steven Broad, TRAFFIC’s Executive Director.
“Caribbean nations need to improve their co-operation to manage and conserve the region’s turtles,” he said.
Turtle eggs generally enjoy better legal protection than the animals themselves, but the marketing of eggs is open and widespread in parts of Central America. 
In Guatemala, virtually every turtle egg laid is collected for human consumption. Conversely, in Costa Rica, most eggs in trade derive from a well-managed sustainable-use programme operated at Ostional. 
Although there have been major advances in marine turtle research and conservation, loosely regulated and largely unmanaged exploitation of marine turtle persists in over half the 26 Wider Caribbean countries and territories surveyed for the report—the Lesser Antilles, Central America, Colombia and Venezuela.
Despite the many concerns raised, the report is optimistic about the future because of the many innovative and pioneering ways being found to address the threats to turtles in the region. 
“This includes the growing contribution and beneficial involvement of rural communities and partnerships between governmental and non-governmental bodies,” said Dr Karen Eckert, a co-author of the report. 
“When local people have opportunities to help monitor and safeguard turtles, the investment in turtle conservation is also an investment in people and their future livelihoods”, she said. 
[image: ]The report recommends the establishment of scientifically-based limits on the exploitation of marine turtles, comprehensive surveys to quantify exploitation, monitoring and awareness programmes, more clearly defined laws and better national and regional law enforcement. 
Turning the Tide: Exploitation, Trade and management of Marine Turtles in the Lesser Antilles, Central America, Colombia and Venezuela was commissioned by the CITES Secretariat and released today at the CITES conference currently underway in The Netherlands. 
Delegates approved plans for closer co-operation between the CITES Secretariat and the two existing international agreements dealing with conservation of marine turtles in the Caribbean region: the Inter-American Convention for Protection and Conservation of Sea Turtles (IAC) and the Convention for the Protection and Development of the Marine Environment of the wider Caribbean region (Cartagena Convention) and its Protocol Concerning Specially Protected Areas and Wildlife (SPAW Protocol),



Guatemala
virtually every egg laid is collected for human consumption



>50%
of Caribbean countries & territories surveyed have largely unmanaged marine turtle exploitation



>2,500 years
marine turtles have utilised by humans
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Notes:
* The six Caribbean species affected are: hawksbill, green, loggerhead, Kemp’s ridley, olive ridley and leatherback—all classified by IUCN as either “Endangered” or “Critically Endangered”.

* Turning the Tide: Exploitation, Trade and management of Marine Turtles in the Lesser Antilles, Central America, Colombia and Venzuela, by Amie Bräutigam and Karen L. Eckert, was commissioned by the Secretariat of the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) and funded by CITES Secretariat, Perry Institute for Marine Science (PIMS), Wider Caribbean Sea Turtle Conservation Network (WIDECAST), Manfred Hermsen Foundation, Rufford Maurice Laing Foundation and WWF.

* TRAFFIC is grateful for Lufthansa’s support towards its CoP14 CITES-related conservation work.
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What are NDFs? A vital tool for the future of sustainable trade in wild species
NDFs (Non-Detriment Findings) is a term that had multiple mentions at the recent CITES Standing Committee meetings (SC77), is often mentioned in…
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Could 42 be the answer to defining sustainability? Time to test new tool for assessing the sustainability of wild species use
TRAFFIC, IIED and partners are piloting a new tool that aims to bring a more rounded approach to assessing sustainability in the use of wild species.
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Keep up with what we do
TRAFFIC is a leading non-governmental organisation working to ensure that trade in wild species is legal and sustainable for the benefit of the planet and people.
Find out more about us >
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TRAFFIC is a registered UK charity, Number 1076722. Company Number 3785518.
Our headquarters are located at TRAFFIC, David Attenborough Building, Pembroke Street, Cambridge, CB2 3QZ
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