Saving Plants that Save Lives and Livelihoods

International Standard for
Sustainable Wild Collection of
Medicinal and Aromatic Plants (ISSC-MAP)

Medicinal and Aromatic Plants — Essential
Resources, Declining Supplies

An estimated 50,000 — 70,000 plant species
are used in traditional and modern medicine
throughout the world. These species make
an essential contribution to healthcare,
provide an important source of income to
rural harvesters, and, along with species
used more for their aromatic properties, fuel
a major industry in herbal products,
pharmaceuticals and fragrances.

The great majority of medicinal and aromatic
plant (MAP) species used today are collected
from the wild. Unfortunately, available
information suggests that up to 15,000 MAP
species could be threatened, many as a
direct result of unsustainable collection
practices.

This pattern is likely to continue for the
foreseeable future due to the high costs of
domestication and cultivation of MAP species
and other factors. Moreover, cultivation is
not necessarily the most Dbeneficial
production system for some MAP species.
For many collectors, economic benefits and
conservation incentives are derived from
sustainable wild collection. Cultivation is
unlikely to meet demand for many MAP
species, particularly those that are slower
growing, used in low volumes, do not
command sufficiently high and stable prices
in the global market, or are believed to be
more potent in their wild form.

Supporting Sustainable Wild Collection

Industry, governments, organic certifiers,
resource managers and collectors are
concerned about declining MAP populations
and supplies, and are asking for a means to
assess  whether wild collection s
sustainable. Consumers also want evidence
that products are produced sustainably and
ethically.

ISSC-MAP has been developed to meet this
need, and is the product of wide consultation
with these and other stakeholder groups.




