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Polar Bears and their future prospects
Polar bears are a charismatic Arctic species and the anticipated effects of climate change on their habitat have gained increasing international attention, making the species a high-profile conservation priority. Changes to the Arctic ecosystem will not only affect polar bears and their habitat, but also the livelihoods of Arctic communities.
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key findings
Hunting polar bears helps maintain cultural identity and for many Arctic communities it provides a strong link to the environment. As well as contributing to a traditional subsistence economy (e.g. food and clothing) in the Arctic, the polar bear hunt also provides an important source of income through sport hunting activities and the sale of polar bear parts and derivatives. This report examines international trade in polar bear parts and derivatives, and provides recommendations to improve the conservation and management of the global polar bear population into the future. 






Keep up with what we do
TRAFFIC is a leading non-governmental organisation working to ensure that trade in wild species is legal and sustainable for the benefit of the planet and people.
Find out more about us >
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