








e Grading: according to the factories, there are five different grades/categories of ivory. Each grade is
generaly priced differently;

* Age piecesthat are considered antiques are usually priced higher by as much as 50%. However, it was not
uncommon for the price to be bargained down to similar levels of contemporary ivory items.

¢ Location of Shop: prices of items in shops located in upmarket locations such as five-star hotels were
higher.

No significant difference in prices between African and Asian Ivory could be established.

Substitutes

A variety of ivory substitutes were
available on the domestic market. The
most ubiquitous substitute was ox-bone,
which could be found in al the cities
visited. Ox-bone carvings were also the
predominate carvings on display at the
Trade Fair. Theratio of this substitute to
ivory a the Trade Fair was
approximately 100:1.

Other substitutes observed are described
below:

¢ Elephant bone;

*  Mammoth tusks;

*  Hippopotamus enamel;

* Plastic resin figures made to look
similar to ivory;

* Wood carvings made to look
similar to ivory.

The most expensive and recent
‘substitute’ to enter the market was
mammoth ivory. Carvings in this
medium were observed only at the
Guangzhou Trade Fair and were not
available in any other shops. Mammoth
carvings were usualy priced dlightly
higher than their ivory counterparts as each piece was considered unique and because the supply isfinite. This
substitute was being strongly promoted at the Fair. A greater quantity of mammoth ivory to elephant ivory was
observed with aratio of approximately 10:1 in certain booths at the Fair. According to the factory personnel, not
many pieces had been purchased, but interest had been shown by purchasers from a variety of nationalities,
including mainland Chinese.




Wholesale prices for various substitutesin US$ (FOB Hong Kong)

Items ~ Mammoth Hippopotamus Ox-bone Elephant Plastic * Wood

Products* Products * Products# Bone Resin # Carvings

Products #
M11 $54.00 $25.80 $3-6 $6-9 $2-3 N/A
M12-M18 $61.00 $29.70 $3-6 $6-9 $2-3 N/A
M21-M28 $49.00 $23.50 $3-6 $6-9 $2-3 N/A
M31-M32 $43.00 $20.60 $3-6 $6-9 $2-3 N/A
M33-M38 $49.00 $23.50 $3-6 $6-9 $2-3 N/A
M41-M48 $42.00 $20.60 $3-6 $6-9 $2-3 N/A
M51-M58 $42.00 $20.60 $3-6 $6-9 $2-3 N/A
L8-L29 $42.00 $20.60 N/A N/A N/A N/A
L30-L34, L47-L48 $58.00 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A
L35-L38, L49-L52 $64.00 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A
L39-L42, L46 $54.00 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A
L43-L45 $49.00 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A
WAOO01 - WAO71 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A $5.50
Raw Materia (per ton) N/A N/A $341-455 N/A N/A N/A
Wholesale prices for various substitutesin RMB (FOB Hong Kong)

Items~ Mammoth Hippopotamus Ox-bone Elephant Plastic * Wood

Products* Products * Products# Bone Resin # Carvings

Products #

M11 RMB 475 RMB 227 RMB 30-50 RMB 50-80 RMB 15-30 N/A
M12-M18 RMB 536 RMB 261 RMB 30-50 RMB 50-80 RMB 15-30 N/A
M21-M28 RMB 431 RMB 207 RMB 30-50 RMB 50-80 RMB 15-30 N/A
M31-M32 RMB 378 RMB 181 RMB 30-50 RMB 50-80 RMB 15-30 N/A
M33-M38 RMB 431 RMB 207 RMB 30-50 RMB 50-80 RMB 15-30 N/A
M41-M48 RMB 369 RMB 181 RMB 30-50 RMB 50-80 RMB 15-30 N/A
M51-M58 RMB 369 RMB 181 RMB 30-50 RMB 50-80 RMB 15-30 N/A
L8-L29 RMB 369 RMB 181 N/A N/A N/A N/A
L30-L34, L47-L48 RMB 510 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A
L35-L38, L49-L52 RMB 563 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A
L39-L42, L46 RMB 475 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A
L43-L45 RMB 431 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A
WAOO01 - WAO71 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A RMB 48
Raw Materia (per ton) N/A N/A RMB3000- RMB4000 N/A N/A N/A

Notes: * Denotes quotations received from Law's Artland Handicraft FTY. Ltd, which has a retail outlet in Hong Kong and
a factory based in China. The shop/factory owner indicated that the prices listed are very similar to those charged in China.
The difference in cost is mainly due to freight charges. The prices observed in China for similar carvings consisting of the
same material were approximately the same.

~ Denotes Item-No. as detailed in the Law's Artland Handicraft FTY & Company catalogue. See page 53.

# Denotes the retail price ranges noted in China for products similar in size and shapes to those itemised in the above table
and that are shown on page 53. Prices were obtained from the numerous retail outlets located in the following areas:

e Shanghai -  Yuyuan Garden Bazaar, Huaihai Zhong Lu shopping district.

e Bsijing - Dazhalan and Liulichang shopping districts.



Hippopotamus ivory was not commonly observed. Shops selling this substitute, usually only displayed a few
pieces. The prices charged for such pieces were lower than for an elephant ivory counterpart.

Wood carvings made to look similar to ivory were only observed in Shanghai and Beijing. Some of the smaller
arts and crafts shops visited had arelatively diverse selection, approximately 50 pieces. In general, few shops or
department stores stocked these carvings. Prices for this substitute were substantially lower than the ivory
equivalent.

Plastic resin ornaments were only observed in the department stores that appeared to target the less affluent
consumer. Of all the substitutes mentioned above, these were the cheapest.

The prices and price ranges for substitutes are detailed in Table 3. Although the retail outlet/factory which
provided the quotation for the mammoth and hippopotamus items did not deal in ivory, they mentioned that the
prices for African ivory would be either dlightly less or the same as the mammoth equivalent. From the
observations made at the Trade Fair, this would appear to be correct.

Discussion and conclusions

Ivory was more readily available in the more prosperous regions of China, such as Shanghai, Beijing and
Guangzhou, where residents enjoyed a high standard of living relative to other areas in China and where
shopkeepers reported moderate to high turnover of ivory sales. In the less affluent provinces visited, the
consumption rate of ivory appeared to have stabilised or declined since the enactment of the ban on international
ivory trade.

With the exception of Sanya in Hainan, mainland Chinese were reported to be consumers of ivory. Beijing and
Shanghai were considered by those questioned to be the largest markets in the country. It was indicated by
factory personnel at the Guangzhou Trade Fair that some mainland Chinese purchase ivory in bulk for intended
re-sdle. Thefina destination(s) of the re-sale market could not be identified.

Tourists from overseas were also noted as consumers of ivory in China. These tourists are generaly from Asia
and Europe, athough the latter usually only purchased single pieces. Japanese and Taiwanese were often
mentioned by shopkeepers and factory personnel as being the largest consumers of ivory products. Some factory
personnel indicated that some of the purchases made by the Taiwanese were intended for re-sale. No further
information was forthcoming.

Although a large number of the antique pieces observed were considered by salespeople to be Asian ivory, the
magjority of ivory more recently in the market was believed to have originated from Africa.

Asian ivory, however, was also available in the market. One potential source of recent stocks of Asian ivory
appears to Myanmar. Whether any of the more recent stocks of Asian ivory in China originates from Chinaitself
is difficult to assess. Antiques ivory pieces, stated as being from Asian Elephants were not uncommon in many
of the antique shops visited, although few of these pieces were mentioned as being ‘ Chinese ivory’. None of the
aleged post-ban ivory was stated as originating from China.



TRAFFIC, the wildlife trade monitoring network, works to
ensure that trade in wild plants and animals is not a threat to
the conservation of nature. It has offices covering most parts
of the world and works in close co-operation with the
Secretariat of the Convention on International Trade in
Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES).

For further information contact:
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TRAFFIC International
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Cambridge CB3 ODL
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Fax: (44) 1223 277237
Email: traffic@trafficint.org

TRAFFIC East Asia

Rm. 2001., Double Building
22 Stanley Street, Central
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