




















Exploitation of menhaden is closely linked to
price and world markets, and landings have fluc-
tuated historically more as a response to the mar-
ket for fish meal and oil than in response to the
availability of menhaden.

In recent years, the U.S. menhaden industry has
experienced significant consolidation in terms of
the number and ownership of fishing vessels, and
the number of processing facilities.

Though they are closely related species and serve
the same markets, Gulf menhaden are much
shorter-lived than Atlantic menhaden, and so may
be more resilient to overfishing than Atlantic
menhaden. While fishery managers currently con-
sider neither species to be overfished, recent
poor recruitment of juvenile Atlantic menhaden is
cause for serious concern.

Fishery managers should ensure that fishing mor-
tality for menhaden remains at safe levels to
guard the future health of menhaden populations
and the species that prey on them—and the fish-
eries that depend upon all those species.
Managers should recognize that, although popu-
lation variability and poor recruitment are likely to
be the result of factors besides fishing, such as
climatic change and habitat degradation, fishing
mortality is a key factor that can be controlled.

Managers should modify management targets and
thresholds if the results of ecological research
indicate that this is necessary. Research priorities
should include

» study of the links between variations in
menhaden populations and changes in
environmental conditions

» assessment of the risk of menhaden popu-
lations being fished beyond the bounds of
resilience to natural fluctuations

* examination of the role of menhaden as
prey for other species.

Fishery management plans are in place for both Atlantic and Gulf

menhaden. Nevertheless, more research on menhaden popula-
tion dynamics, habitat, and ecological relationships is needed.
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TRAFFIC, the wildlife trade monitoring network,
works to ensure that trade in wild plants and ani-
mals is not a threat to the conservation of nature.
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For more information and key references,
see www.traffic.org or www.worldwildlife.org

TRAFFIC North America gratefully acknowledges
the generous support of the
David and Lucile Packard Foundation for
the Fisheries Snapshots series.

TRAFFIC North America
c¢/o World Wildlife Fund
1250 24th Street, NW
Washington, DC 20037-1193
Tel: 202-293-4800
Fax: 202-775-8287
Email: tha@wwfus.org

© 2004 WWEF. All rights reserved by
World Wildlife Fund, Inc.
Printed on recycled paper using soy-based inks.

7 PRINTED WITH]
&isovINK|. @

TRAFFIC North America: Fisheries Snapshots

12-2004/530



