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The Status and Conservation of Pangolins in China
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Abstract:

This article describes the use of pangolins in China, changes to its wild population, sources of stockpiles,
and causes of population decline in recent years. Pangolins are used primarily as a food and medicinal
‘ingredi_ent in Tradition Chinese Medicine. It is a prized resource, a solid demand for which rhas led to its
rapid decline. A large number of pangolins are smuggled from Southeast Asia every year, and its contin-
ued existence is threatened by its overexploitation, habitat loss and its low breeding rate. This warrants
immediate conservation action. Suggestions to this end include an immediate ban on their use: carrying
out scientific research on population monitoring; increasing funds to protect any remaining wild pangolins;
establishing pangolin protected areas; and finding food and medicinal application substitutes. -
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Fig.2 The number of confiscated pangolins in
Nanning, Guangxi
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Fig.3 The number of confiscated pangolins in Zhanjiang and Maoming
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. Fig.1 Market price of live pangolins in Guangxi
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News from Africa : Forty Black Rhinos Poached in Zimbabwe
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