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TRAFFIC promotes the sustainable use of traditional Chinese
medicine in panda habitat

The Minshan Mountains in China’s Sichuan province, home to half of the world’s pandas - is
one of the world’s most biologically rich areas. This area is the habitat of over 5,000 plant
species — amounting to three-fourths of all of China’s medicinal plant species — that are used
in traditional Chinese medicine (TCM). The Minshan Mountains
are one of WWF'’s top global priorities for biodiversity
conservation.

Minshan Mountains

The Minshan Mountains are also home to almost
300,000 people, many of whom live in poverty. The
collection and sale of species used as traditional
medicines is an important source of income. This
collection can disturb panda habitat, however, and has
also caused the extinction of local populations of some
species of medicinal plants, such as Szechwan

Szechwan Lovage Rhizome (Rhizoma Chuanxiong)
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Eucommia Bark (Cortex Eucommiae)
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The long-term conservation of the Minshan Mountains requires better management of the
collection of species used as traditional medicine, protecting both biodiversity and local
livelihoods. TRAFFIC East Asia, WWF China’s Sichuan field office, and the Sichuan office
of the China CITES Management Authority have joined forces to address this issue. A recent
workshop addressing the topic resulted in an action plan to move forward with biodiversity
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