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A fair and sustainable deal for wild-collected 
ingredients throughout the supply chain

THE FAIRWILD         
Foundation

AVIVE (Cumaru, Brazilian Amazon Region)

FairWild is an internationally registered trademark  /  Contact: info@fairwild.org.  /  www.FairWild.org Poster produced 
with funding from

B. Pätzold (Wild collection in Bosnia and Herzegovina)

The increasing demand for natural products

in the sectors of food, cosmetics, wellness 

and medicinal ingredients poses major eco-

logical and social challenges in the countries 

of origin.

As a response to these concerns, the FairWild 

Foundation promotes the FairWild Standard

and certification system for the sustainable

management and collection of wild plants and

trade in products thereof.

The FairWild Standard incorporates the

ecological, social and economical aspects of 

sustainability and is based on existing know-

ledge and appropriate resource management. 

Scope of work

transparency, product safety and sustai-

nability of the resource base

practices while influencing consumer choice

support and training to those involved in

wild-collection and trade

-

nal and international policy frameworks
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Revised WHO/WWF/IUCN Guidelines on the 
Conservation of Medicinal Plants

work for medicinal plant species

 Vol.24, No.1.  Short 
communication on  and 
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THE FAIRWILD FOUNDATION 
             Newsletter

Edi  on 1: January 2012
Sustainable use of wild-collected ingredients, with a fair deal for all those involved 
throughout the supply chain. Contact: secretariat@fairwild.org  /  www.FairWild.org

Contact
FairWild Founda  on
Secretariat
c/o TRAFFIC Interna  onal
219a Hun  ngdon Rd
Cambridge CB3 ODL, UK 

T: +44 (0)1223 277427
F: +44 (0)1223 277237
E: secretariat@FairWild.org

www.FairWild.org

The FairWild Founda  on promotes the sustainable use of 
wild-collected ingredients, with a fair deal for all those involved 
throughout the supply chain. Here we share a brief update on 
achievements in 2011, and plans for the year ahead.

FairWild Standard developments
The FairWild Standard version 2.0 was launched in 2010, integra  ng the 
former ISSC-MAP and FairWild 1.0 standards. In 2011, the FairWild Founda  on 
joined the ISEAL Alliance, the global associa  on for social and environmental 
standards, as an a   liate member. ISEAL provides best prac  ce guidance for 
standard se   ng processess, shaping the plans for evolu  on of the FairWild 
Standard. Consulta  ons and revisions will be announced through the FairWild 
website and mailing lists, and feedback and ques  ons are welcomed at any  me.

The FairWild Founda  on is working with the IUCN-Medicinal Plant Specialist 
Group to develop a robust method for assessing the resilience of plant species 
to harves  ng pressures—to determine when the high risk indicators of the 
FairWild Standard should be applied. In 2011 the  rst assessments were carried 
out for species within the FairWild cer  ca  on scheme. The procedure is now 
built into the applica  on process for FairWild cer  ca  on.

The revised FairWild Standard version 2.0 and Performance Indicators have 
been translated into a number of languages. To download in German, Spanish, 
Portuguese, Russian, Hungarian, Japanese and other languages please visit 
www.fairwild.org/documents. Further transla  ons are planned for 2012.

FairWild cer  ca  on
During 2011, a number of FairWild-cer  ed companies were helped to make the 
transi  on from implemen  ng FairWild Standard version 1.0 to 2.0. Companies 
from 7 countries were cer  ed, with a total of 29 plant species included in the 
scheme. Full details are availble from the FairWild website.

One company developing FairWild products in 2011 was new recruit Alkaloid, a 
company from the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia. Addi  onal lines were 
also introduced by US manufacturer Tradi  onal Medicinals. Congratula  ons to 
these pioneering companies!

FairWild and Policy 
The FairWild Standard is an excellent tool to achieve several targets of the 
Conven  on on Biological Diversity‘s (CBD) Global Strategy for Plant Conserva  on 
(GSPC). The Strategy aims to contribute to poverty allevia  on and sustainable 
development through inclusion of its targets into government policy, na  onal 
conserva  on strategies and into private sector guidelines. The FairWild Standard 
is now included in a dra   toolkit that helps Par  es develop responses to the 
GSPC: www.plants2020.net

In October 2011, more than 60 interna  onal medicinal plant experts, including 
World Health Organiza  on (WHO) tradi  onal medicine advisers and collabora  ng 
centres, government agencies, non-governmental organiza  ons, research 
ins  tu  ons, and herbal medicine industry representa  ves, met to review dra
WHO Guidelines on the Conserva  on 
of Medicinal Plants. The Guidelines 
draw on the FairWild Standard as best-
prac  ce for sustainable wild collec  on 
of medicinal plants, and will be a 
useful resource for WHO Member 
States and other stakeholders. 




